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From the Pastor’s Desk . . . . . . . .
Dear Friends,
2014 promises to be a very significant and good year in the long history of Bethel Presbyterian
Church. There is much to be thankful for and still more to look forward to as we are about the
Ministry of Jesus Christ.
Your Church Officers, Elders, Deacons and Trustees, worked hard in December to set the pace
for the coming year.
A New Pastor WILL Arrive in 2014
Plans are taking shape to welcome the new pastor. Excitement and patience combine as we pray
for and await the outcome of the PNC efforts.
2014 Budget
Budgets are never anyone’s passion when we think of church ministry. But they are important!
And your Church Officers, especially the Elders are paying close attention to how we fund not
just a yearly program; but also our participation in the local and larger mission work of the
Church of Jesus Christ. At the same time, a large effort to complete the work of the “21st
Century Fund” is also underway to make sure our property is well cared for.
Everyone On Board!
The beginning of the New Year is always a good time to make good on our promises of time &
talent to God given during our past Stewardship Season. Look for the places to serve on a
Church Committee or being involved in a local mission effort or whatever comes to mind. Say
YES! when asked.

Incorporation
Our Book of Order mandates that all local congregations become incorporated. Our Elders,
Deacons and Trustees have put a lot of hard work into this matter since last June. They will soon
be ready to share and recommend to the congregation how we can best do this needed task.
A lot to consider as 2014 begins.
See you in Church.
With Love & Peace,
Phil Sommer

As I See It
Grace is a Spiritual Gift of God.
Over the past 21 months, I have had the opportunity to experience “The Grace of Bethel”. Not
all congregations exhibit “Grace”, especially toward their hired help, like Interim Pastors. We
come on board for a limited time, do our tasks, and leave, soon to be forgotten as new pastors are
embraced.
But Bethel has “God’s Grace” in its DNA. This, of course doesn’t mean you enjoy and adopt
every crazy idea I voice or suggest. But it does mean you show respect. You pay attention to me
and mine as you care for us as “God’s Children”. Even this “Jersey Boy” has known and
cherishes your welcome and warmth as we walk this path of faith together, at least for a while.
Thank you.

January Worship Schedule
January 5, 2014
Epiphany
11:00 am
Read: Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7; 10-14 Ephesians 3:1-12 Matthew 2:1-12
Children’s Time: “Three Kings Day”
Homily: “Gifts”
Holy Communion
January 12, 2014
Baptism of the Lord
11:00 am
Read: Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 29 Acts 10:34-43 Matthew 3:13-17
Children’s Time: “Bethel”
Sermon: “Named”
January 19, 2014
2 Sunday After Epiphany
Ordination & Installation of Church Officers
11:00 am
Read: Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-11 I Corinthians 1:1-9 John 1:29-42
Children’s Time: “God’s Call “
Sermon: “Servant/Leaders”
nd

January 26, 2014
3rd Sunday After Epiphany
11:00 am
Read: Isaiah 9:1-4, Psalm 27:1; 4-9 I Corinthians 1:10-18 Matthew 4:12-23
Children’s Time
Sermon: “Ministry Strategy”

On January 19th, Bethel will ordain and install our
newly elected officers in a special Sunday morning
worship service. Come and be a part of this important
and moving moment in the life of the church.
If you are an officer and will be unable to be at the
service please let the Church Office know as soon as
possible. Thank you.
The Church Office will be closed on December 31st,
2013, and January 1st, 2014, for New Year’s. The staff
of Bethel wishes you a safe and Happy New Year!
The Church Office will be closed on Monday, January 20th, 2014, for the Martin Luther King,
Jr. holiday.
If you have a mailbox in Memorial Hall, please check it and clean it out by January 5th, 2014.
Please discard information, catalogs, etc. out of your mailbox that you do not need. Remember
to check your mailbox periodically for updates, church information, and mail. Thanks!
The Worship Committee will meet on Sunday, January 12th, at 12:15 pm.
The Pastor Nominating Committee meets weekly
to consider many qualified applicants. We are
confident these efforts are bringing us closer to
selecting a new pastor for Bethel. We appreciate
your patience and prayers.

The Communications Committee will meet on Sunday,
January 12th, at 9:00 am.

Logos - On Sundays, on the video monitor in
Memorial Hall, the Bethel congregation can see
candidate Bethel logos that have been submitted to
the
Communications
Committee.
The
Communications Committee will put copies of the
submitted logos in the bulletin in January and there
will be a contest at that time to choose our new
logo.
Thanks to everyone who has submitted
possible logos!

BETHEL
Presbyterian

Family

Community

The Christian Education Committee will meet on Sunday, January 12th, at 5:00 pm.

Family Fun Night
The Christian Education Committee will host a Family Fun Night on Sunday, January 19th, from
5 pm to 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall. So get rid of those WINTER BLAHS. Join us and bring
your family and friends for a fun filled evening of games and crafts. Hot dogs, popcorn, snacks
and lemonade will be provided. We look forward to seeing you on January 19th for this time of
fun and fellowship!
The deadline for the Annual Reports for 2013 is January 15th, 2014. If you were a chair of a
committee for 2013, please have your report and statement to the Church Office by the above
date. Thank you!
Witness/Mission Committee: Everyone is invited to a Mission Fair and Luncheon after worship
on Sunday, January 26th. We will have materials and displays to show you the good that
Bethel’s mission giving does in our community and beyond. For lunch, there will be chili,
cornbread and a salad. For dessert, we ask that you bring something to share. Please join us for
fun, fellowship and to see what your support has accomplished.

Presbyterian Women January 2014:
Emphasis: Witness Season
*The Afternoon Circle will meet at the church on January 14th, at 2:30 pm.
*The Evening Circle will meet at the church on January 14th, at 7:00 pm.
* PWCT will meet on January 5th

Communion Schedule—2014
January 5th - Epiphany
March 9th - 1st Sunday in Lent
April 17th - Maundy Thursday
April 20th - Easter
June 8th - Pentecost Sunday
August 24th - Homecoming Sunday
October 5th - World Communion Sunday
November 30th - 1st Sunday of Advent

In the event of bad weather on Sunday mornings, please tune into WHSV - TV3
(Harrisonburg) or log onto their website (www.whsv.com) for information on whether church
has been cancelled. Thank you!

SESSION NEWS

The Session met Friday, December 6th, with Deacons and Trustees present. This was the
annual meeting of all Bethel officers including officers-elect.
*Chris Schooley, Diaconate Chairman, reported that work of the 21 Century Renovation
Committee was going well with the north side foundation issue completed. Work on the Tower
is ongoing.
*All officers-elect were confirmed. Ordination and installation is scheduled on January 19th,
2014.
*The Joy Gift Program and covered dish scheduled for December 8th was postponed due to the
weather report of inclement weather.
*The Witness Committee schedule of activities to raise money for mission funds was approved.
*The baptism of Trever Lee, son of Brian and Penny Lee, was approved to be at the worship
service on Sunday, December 22nd, 2013.

Deacons’ Notes
In December, the Deacons took part in a series of meetings with the Trustees and the Session to train
all officers and welcome new officers. We are fortunate this year to welcome Dale Thompson as a
Deacon.
During the joint officers meeting, the Deacons have decided to focus in 2014 on the Congregational
Care component of our charge as determined by the Book of Order. While the maintenance and
upkeep of the facilities has long been a strong suit of the Diaconate at Bethel, we want to emphasize
our commitment to maintaining the health of the Congregation and growing membership in this
coming year. The Congregation will see more activity from our Shepherding List, more coordination
and augmentation of the Growth and Strengthening Committee and continued improvement with the
Communications Committee, which began less than 12 months ago.
There remain facility maintenance and improvements necessary at Bethel that the Deacons will
lead. The 21st Century Renovation Committee is wrapping up the initial phase of improvements and
is outlining a second phase for 2014. The Manse underwent significant enhancements in 2013 and
will require additional effort as a new pastor and family move in during 2014. And, of course, the
Diaconate will remain flexible with the needs of the Congregation, so if you require any assistance,
please ask a Deacon! Happy New Year!
Financial Stewardship
Estimated Budget through December 1st, 2013: $171,879.00
Receipts: $145,388.00
Expenses: $146,759.00
Pledges 2014: 36 pledges for a total of $101,660 have been received. Thanks to those who pledged.
If you have not already pledged, please prayerfully consider pledging now for 2014 - it is not too
late. Pledge cards are available in the vestibule and Memorial Hall. Send completed cards to the
church (Attn: Receiving Treasurer), or put in the Receiving Treasurer mailbox in Memorial Hall or in
the offering plate any Sunday.
Offering Envelopes 2014: Numbered offering envelopes are now available in the church vestibule.
If you used numbered envelopes in 2013 you will have the same number reserved for 2014. If you do
not currently use envelopes but would like to, please contact
the Church Office with your request.

Bethel Prayer List Louale Harris Almarode (Derek Almarode’s mother), Evan Annese
(Riverheads Elementary School student), Summer Barmore (studying in Spain this
semester), Evie Blacka (great niece of Joyce Miller), Covie Brandt, Polly Bundy, Dr. David
Burgess (medical missionary), Lorine Caldwell (Dean Caldwell’s mother), Jean Callison,
Murray Campbell, Ann Coffey (Jon Bush’s sister), Melissa Coffey (Jon Bush’s niece), Jim
and Betty Crosby, Jarod Davis, Bobbye D’Orsi and her daughter and son-in-law Pam and
Jim Boone (Jill Webb’s neighbor), Jessie Earhart, Doug Goodson, Danielle Hanger, Rev.
Marilyn Heishman (Pastor - St. John’s Reformed UCC), Joe Heizer, Family of Mary Stuart
Hemp, Steve Kyle, Charlie Lamb, David and Flora Law, Frank Law, Margaret Liptrap,
Meade Loomis (sister of Anne Jones), Moggie Moffett (Mo Kyle’s mother), Judy Olson,
Howard Pilson (John Pilson’s brother), Carly Pond (10 year old great niece of John Pilson),
Pam Prickett and her Florida parents, Friends and Family of Hugh Ralston, Sue and
Charles Reese (Charlotte Swortzel’s sister and brother-in-law), Joe Sholes and family (coworker of Derek Almarode), Jerry Shultz, Jonathan Smith (firefighter), Frankie Sours
(policeman), Charlotte Swortzel, Richard Turner (Greater Augusta), James Williams of
Fishersville (Wayne Swisher’s friend), Rev. Rob Woodfin (Pastor - St. Paul’s UMC),
MISSIONARY: Michael and Rachel Weller and Ethiopian friends, Pastor Nominating
Committee, the New Pastor whom God has chosen for Bethel, and Bethel as we prepare for
the new Pastor

Our sympathies and condolences to the family and friends of Hugh Ralston, who passed
away on December 16, 2013.
Directory Updates

Betty Heizer
540/294-3881
7026 Magona Court
Maryville, IL 62062-8556

Emily Hord
540/836-8833
4510 Lee Jackson Highway
Greenville, VA 24440

Jake Leonard
540/292-2126
571 Haytie Lane
Swoope, VA 24479
jwleonard098@gmail.com

Katie Leonard
540/292-0542
1087 Woodbury Circle, Apt 103
Harrisonburg, VA 22802
katie.lynn57@gmail.com

Michael and Machenzie Tunnermann
540/292-7714
5113 Dominion Drive
Suffolk, VA 23435

Schedules for January 2014
Transportation
January 5th - Tim Turner
January 12th - Pat Quick
January 19th - Tim Turner
January 26th - Pat Quick

Nursery
January 5th - Joyce Davis; Louise Hoy
January 12th - Chris and Therese Schooley
January 19th - Keedie Leonard; Cole/Isabelle Leonard
January 26th - Keith Folsom; Kayla Folsom

Flowers
January 5th - Libby Smith/Communion
January 12th - January 26th - Libby Smith

Deacons’ Offering
Charlie Johnson
Tabby Moore
Pat Quick
Mac Williams

Special thanks to Bill Francisco for donating the beautiful Christmas tree in the
Sanctuary and thanks to Justin Swisher and Laura Swisher for decorating the tree!

We had around 50 attend the Advent Workshop. I would like to thank everyone for all of
their help and support! Thanks to all the workers, thanks to all who brought food or supplies,
and thanks to all who participated! I have more Advent calendars and Advent candle wreaths, so
if you would like to have one please let me know at (540) 292-0885. Thanks again for all the
support!!! - Peggy Smith, Coordinator

Blessings to all who participated in the Salvation Army Christmas Tree Gift Project and
who donated money to BERF! Because of you, some local families had a happier Christmas and
a better life last year.
The BERF Fund and the Salvation Army Christmas Tree Gift Project are separate mission
projects.
The Christmas Tree Gift Project is
sponsored by the Witness
Committee, and delivers your gifts
to the Salvation Army’s neediest
families. Because of you there will
be two happy families this year.
Sorry about the problems associated
with the weather, but we were able
to get everything together. You are
loving people who are willing to
help others. Blessings to each one.

The Bethel Emergency Relief Fund is a year round project, funded by our congregation, for
distribution to local families who are in need of money mostly for utilities or rent.
Thank you for your generosity! Doris True, Witness Committee

Don’t Forget!
January 1st - New Year’s Day
January 20th - Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Church Website: www.bethelpresbyterianstaunton.org
Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook!

