THETOWER
Bethel Presbyterian Church
563 Bethel Green Road
Staunton, Virginia 24401
540-886-6041 or bethelpc@gmail.com
Website –bethelpresbyterianstaunton.org

May, 2014
From the Pastor’s Desk . . .
Greetings friends!
I hope you had a wonderful Lent and Easter Season.
Easter is perhaps the most important holiday that
Christians celebrate. It is a time to remember our risen Lord and to worship him in his majesty. It
was very nice to spend my Easter with my new Bethel family and I look forward to many more
to come.
I also wanted to thank each and every one of you that was able to make it out to the joint Lenten
services that we shared with our brothers and sisters at Mount Tabor, Redeemer, St. John’s, and
Pines. It was very special to me personally to be able to get to know folks in those communities
and it is always a good experience to worship with other people that we don’t get to see
throughout the year.
But here is the exciting thing about Easter: It’s not done yet! As we enter this next few weeks the
holiday continues. We believe that after Jesus rose from the dead he continued to preach to his
disciples until he ascended into heaven. This is also an exciting time for us to listen as our risen
Lord speaks to us. The bible tells us that the disciples did not fully understand Jesus’ message
until he explained it to them after his resurrection. We are entering into an incredible time in
which Jesus will reveal to us his truth and I cannot wait to experience that with you.
Finally, my family and I wanted to thank you all for welcoming us into
your community. From the gifts that you gave us at the Pounding to the
simple generosity of a smile and a handshake, we have felt incredibly
loved and welcome here at Bethel Presbyterian Church. Your hospitality
truly is a testament to your faith, and it has been a wonderful ministry to
me and my family. Thank you!
God bless, David Shearer
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As We See It…
We appreciate the time we have shared with Pastor David
Shearer since he arrived in March. We have experienced
fine sermons, some new order of worship, visits to the
hospitalized and the home bound, presence in social
events, leadership in committee meetings, preaching at
community services, and genuine camaraderie. We are
truly fortunate!
David’s family is very charming. We welcomed his
parents to the worship service and a ‘pounding’ party.
Little Miriam has stolen everyone’s heart and has brightened our gatherings. We’re glad that
Bonnie and David both share their musical talent. Bonnie also shares photography skills with the
Bethel family.
We were delighted to have the Bethel Preschool children sing in a recent Sunday service. We
welcome them and their parents.
We thank Interim Pastor Phil Sommer for his 2 years at Bethel. It was good to see him at the
April Session meeting.
On March 24th, the existing Pastor Nominating Committee became the Pastor Relations
Committee. We are asked to relay concerns from you to the new pastor, and to provide him with
Bethel information. Please address your opinions to the new PRC: James Williams, Derek
Almarode, Jug Smith, Tammy Barbour, Jill Webb, Irene Elliott, Katie Johnson, Drury Whitaker,
or Joyce Miller.
We look forward to a long and happy time with David Shearer.
……………Pastor Relations Committee
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May Worship Services
May 4, 2014
Third Sunday of Easter
Read: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35
May 11, 2014
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Read: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10
May 18, 2014
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Read: Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14
May 25, 2014
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Read: Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21

The Shenandoah Presbytery will meet Tuesday, May 13th, at Moorefield Presbyterian Church;
Moorefield, WV. The meeting will begin at 9:30 am.
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May Committee Meeting Schedule
Sunday May 4th

12:15 - Deacons’ Meeting
12:15 - PWCT Meeting
7:00 - Session Meeting

Sunday, May 11th

9:00 - Communications Committee Meeting

Sunday, May 18th

12:15 - Stewardship/Finance Committee Meeting

Sunday, May 25th

12:15 - Witness Committee Meeting
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Adrienne will be on vacation Thursday, May 1st, 2014. David will be in the office from 9 am
until 12:00 pm if you need anything.
The Church Office will be closed on Monday, May 26th, 2014, for the Memorial Day holiday.
The June Tower Deadline is Thursday, May 15th. Please have all articles and announcements
to the Church Office by noon. Articles and announcements for the June Tower can be left in
Adrienne’s mailbox in Memorial Hall or you can email them to her at bethelpc@gmail.com.
When writing announcements for the newsletter please keep in mind the 5 W’s: Who? What?
When? Where? Why?. Answer all these in your announcement, and you can be sure that your
news will be communicated well. Thank you!

If you have a child or grandchild graduating from college or high school or if you know of a
person graduating, please let the Church Office know (540-886-6041 or bethelpc@gmail.com)
by Thursday, May 15th. Please give the graduate’s name, name of the school, major (if
applicable), the parent’s names, and any additional information you would like to include. We
will include this information in the June Tower. Thank you!
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2014 Baja Suitcase
There are six members from Bethel (Laura Barmore, Kayla and Keith Folsom, Robert and
Kenneth Olson and Kymberlee Schneider) going to Baja, Mexico from July 18th through July
26th. This year the group will again be taking a “Baja Suitcase” filled with donations of toys,
household goods, clothing and hygiene items. Below is a list of items that are useful and
appreciated. Beginning Sunday, May 18th, this suitcase will be in the vestibule at the back of the
Sanctuary for you to place your donations in. The deadline for donations is Sunday, July 1st.
Thank you so much for your prayers and support!
Below is a list of items that are always useful to the team in furnishing the home. These are
suggestions and they are not limited to the list below:
· Single and Double Bed Sheets and Pillowcases
· Curtain Rods and Curtains - Single Windows (4 windows) and Panels for Room Dividers
· Bath Towels and Wash Cloths
· Kitchen Towels
· Kitchen Utensils
· Flatware
· Light Blankets for Twin or Full Size Beds
· Pillows
· Small Hand Mirrors
Below is a list of items that are always popular
with the children. These are suggestions and
they are not limited to the list below:
· Deflated Soccer, Kick and Footballs and
Pump
· Tennis Balls
· Frisbees
· Balloons
· Crayons, Pencils and Sharpeners
· Drawing Pads
· Hair Accessories and Small Purses
General Items Needed
· Hygiene Items - Soap, Toothpaste, Toothbrush, Brush, Comb, Deodorant, Tampons, Pads,
Diapers
· Clothing for Children and Babies
· Clothing for Small Adults (Small, Medium, some Large)
· Light Jackets
· Children and Adult Shoes (Small Sizes)
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Witness Committee Food Booth at The Meating Place
The Witness Committee will be working the Food Booth at The Meating Place on Friday, May
2nd and Saturday, May 3rd. The Food Booth opens at 8 am and is usually open until 3 - 4 pm.
The following food will be sold: country ham buns with egg or cheese, tenderloin sandwiches,
chicken sandwiches, cheeseburgers, hamburgers and hot dogs. Baked goods will also be sold.
Come help or come and eat with the Witness Committee! Thank you for all your support!
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Chili’s Spirit Night

Chili’s Spirit Night on Thursday, May 8th, from 11 am to 11 pm. Let Chili’s do the cooking for
you while you support Bethel’s 2014 Baja Mission Trip. Present the coupon “Chili’s is proud to
support Bethel Presbyterian Church” when ordering your meal and Chili’s will donate up to 20%
of the event day sales back to Bethel’s 2014 Baja Mission Team. A coupon is below and
additional coupons are available in the vestibule at the back of the Sanctuary and will also be
available in the May 4th bulletin. Come have a night out and support a great cause!
*Please note that you must present the coupon in order for Bethel to receive the donation and this
offer is only valid at the Staunton Chili’s location.*

Bethel Developmental Preschool has openings for its 2014-2015 school year! The preschool is
for ages 3 to 5 and they have two and four day programs. School is Monday through Thursday
from 8:30 am until 11:30 am. Please call Pam Kirchman at (540) 448-0387 for more
information.

Directory Updates
Mary Kate Law
14 Tollgate Road
Ft. Defiance, VA 24437

Susan McCutchen-Smith
399 Arborhill Road
Staunton, VA 24401
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SESSION NEWS
The Session met Sunday, April 6th, with nine members present.
· Chris Schooley reported on the Diaconate’s goals and accomplishments.
· Funds in the amount of $500 will be transferred from the Youth Fund to the Preschool if
needed.
· The Scholarship/Loan Committee is now a standing committee and will report to the Session.
· The Growth and Strengthening Committee would welcome suggestions for making Memorial
Hall more inviting to visitors.
· Our Pastor-elect David is conferring with Presbytery to determine the date and time of his
Ordination and Installation.
· The next meeting of Session will be on May 4th, at 7:00 p.m.
Growth and Strengthening Committee Report
Visitation to shut-ins with Pastor David is continuing.
Updating church rolls continues. Please remember to
keep the Church Office informed of contact changes!
Prayer Trains are being led by Evelyn LaPorte and
Sally Brubeck with Adrienne’s assistance.
Lemonade on Lawn will be June 1st, (Honoring
Graduates), July 13th, August 3rd.
Social time continues in Memorial Hall before and
after church- drop in.
The Church Picnic will be on August 9th- Ideas are
needed for activities!
Name Tags are made for all active members—
remember to pick them up as you enter vestibule or
Memorial Hall on Sunday morning.
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Presbyterian Women News May 2014
Emphasis: Christian Family Education; Birthday Offering
*The Afternoon Circle will meet at 1:30 pm on May 13th, at the Church.
*The Evening Circle will meet at 7:00 pm on May 13th, at the Church.
The 2014 Birthday Offering will be collected at the May circle meetings. The offering will
benefit the Blue Corn Mother’s Alliance. They provide a range of services for Albuquerque's
Native American women who experience domestic violence.

Annual Catered Dinner
Believe it or not, it is time to save the date for the Ladies Annual Catered Meal! It will be held
on July 8th, at the Middlebrook Community Center at 6:30 pm. Watch for additional details in
upcoming bulletins and the June Tower.
PWCT Yearbook
Attention Women of the Church: The PWCT is starting the process of updating the Bethel
Presbyterian Women Yearbook and they need your help. If you would like to change from one
circle to another please contact either Libby Smith, Phyllis Cash or Stephanie Rivers. Also,
please make sure they have your correct phone number listed especially if you no longer have a
home number and only use a cell phone. The deadline for changes is May 31st so the yearbooks
will be ready for the Ladies Annual Dinner. Thank you!
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Mid-Atlantic Synod Presbyterian Women Summer Gathering An inspirational time of prayer, worship, reflection and fellowship.
June 5th - June 8th, 2014
Registration Information:
(Childcare available - No cost but registration is required; however room and board fees will be
charged.)
Early Bird ~ Postmarked by April 19th (Please note there is no Early Bird discount for part-time
attendees.) Registration Deadline is May 17th. Late fee is $25.00
Prices for Full Time Attendee Early Bird/Regular
Double Room: $350.00/$375.00
Single Room: $400.00/$425.00
Part-time Attendee
2 Nights Double: $285.00
1 Night Double: $170.00
Commuter: $225.00
Meal Prices
Breakfast: $9.00

2 Nights Single: $315.00
1 Night Single: $190.00
Single Day: $75.00

Lunch: $10.00

Dinner: $14.00

There are wonderful workshops to choose from but too many to name here! A detailed list will
be with the registration forms. Pick up your registration forms on the table in the hallway next to
the Choir Room or request one by email from Stephanie Rivers at rivers_sd@yahoo.com.
The Bethel PWCT wants to get a group together to attend the June 7th, Saturday session. If you
would like to join us, please fill out the registration form by May 11th and put it along with
payment in the mailbox in Memorial Hall for Presbyterian Women. We will then figure out
carpooling options.

11

Deacons’ Notes:
In April, the Deacons’ focused on the Congregational Care aspect of our service. Each Deacon
partners with an Elder to service a group of eight to ten congregation members on our
Shepherding List. The goal for this program is to remain involved with each individual on the
list to understand if there are any prayer concerns and to communicate opportunities for
additional worship. If you are unaware which Deacon or Elder is your contact, please see a
Deacon.
As the weather (finally) warms, the Deacons are also working to clean up outside of the
Church. Every year, Mac, Joe and James Williams take the lead on making sure the mulching is
completed at the Church prior to Easter. Susan McCutchen-Smith takes the lead on the planting
beds for the Deacons. As you appreciate the beauty of the grounds around Bethel this spring,
make sure to thank Susan or one of the Williams clan.
As Pastor David and his family settle into the Manse, we have continued to assist. A new stove
was provided in late March and we will continue to monitor the Manse for any additional
improvements. David is an avid hiker and has been extending the trail system from the woods
behind his house to his yard. If you have not had a chance to hike around the woods back to the
Boy Scouts picnic shelter, try it out this spring.
As always, if you have any additional needs or concerns, please contact any of the
Deacons. Thanks!
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Faith Quest aka: Children’s Church
We are “Agents of Truth” on a Faith Quest. In March we discussed the Transfiguration of our
Lord, and the season of Lent. We made bracelets with the symbols of Lent, and took a “color
your own” poster home to share with our families.
In April our focus was on Jesus’ ministry, Palm/Passion Sunday, Holy Week, and the
Resurrection of our Lord. Our study tools are devotions, many crafts, and edible goodies with
messages on Easter Sunday. Another very popular learning tool is our treasure chest, used to
encourage memorization of scripture verses so that we may hide His word in our hearts.
In May we will continue on our Faith Quest by enlisting the help of Buck Denver (an
investigative reporter) and his hilarious new friends who ask “What’s in the Bible?” Using these
DVD’s created by Phil Vischer (of Veggie Tales fame) we will continue learning about Jesus’
ministry and the fulfillment of the prophecies of the Old and New Testaments and how Jesus
arrives at just the perfect time.
The other major themes we will explore are the National Day of Prayer, Mary the mother of
Jesus (on Mother’s Day of course!), and the Ascension of Jesus.
To help us continue Faith Quest at home there are new devotionals for children, youth, and
parents to check out from the new library section in our room.
Come join us for faith and fun in our “Investigation Headquarters”!
Blessings to all, Susan McCutchen-Smith, Lead Investigator
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New Faith Theater Alliance Now Forming
Jeannie Lee, Co-Founder
We are growing. The Faith Theater Alliance, formerly the Agape Players of Trinity Church, is
now inviting all interested Christians from the Staunton-Waynesboro area to join us in an
exciting new theatrical venture. Why can’t we serve God and have a ton of fun doing it?
The Episcopal Bishop for the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia, who likes to be known simply
as “Bishop Mark”, is challenging us to “carry the Church beyond its bricks-and-mortar base and
send it soaring out in to our communities”. We will give the Word wings by offering substantive
plays with Christian themes. Imagine a drama based on the life of a great saint performed first in
a beautiful church sanctuary and then in some surprising new venue such as a firehouse, a bank,
or the middle of Main Street.
If you are looking for a creative, new way to serve Christ, join us! Our Theater Alliance needs
enthusiastic, committed volunteers for future theatrical productions. Soon we will be offering
plays for adults, teens, and children. One play for mature actors and audiences, Murder in the
Cathedral, by distinguished poet and dramatist T. S Eliot, is in the works right now.
Opportunities for actors, singers, dancers, musicians, fine artists, and craft makers are now open.
Also needed are ushers, stage managers, backstage hands, set builders, light and sound
technicians, costume designers, and people who like to sew. Prior theater experience is not
necessary.
To learn more or to sign-up, join our kick-off
rally at 2:00 pm on Sunday, May 18th at
Trinity Episcopal Church on West Beverly
Street in Staunton. We will meet in the Parish
House behind the church and launch the Faith
Theater Alliance in the name of the Holy
Spirit. Everyone 18 and older is most
welcome! Please bring your own folding
chairs, sunglasses, and sun hats. Thank you.
Contact:
Email: faithunleashed14@yahoo.com
Facebook: Faith Unleashed
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If you cannot attend church one Sunday and would like to see the
bulletin or listen to the sermon you can visit the Bethel website at:
www.bethelpresbyterianstaunton.org. You can view current and past bulletins, announcements,
Towers, and listen to the weekly sermon. There is an online church calendar that is updated
frequently with church events and there is also a blog on the website that Pastor David will post
on a few times a month.

Spring Snow
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May 2014 Schedules
Flowers
May 4th - Jackie Law
May 11th - Libby Smith
May 18th - Lucy Sproul
May 25th - John Wooddell Memorial

Nursery
May 4th - Louise Hoy; Joyce Davis
May 11th - Chris and Therese Schooley
May 18th - Keedie Leonard; Cole/Isabelle Leonard
May 25th - Keith Folsom; Kayla Folsom

Transportation May 2014
May 4th - Jill Webb
May 11th - Chris Schooley
May 18th - Tom Heizer
May 25th - Derek Almarode

Deacons’ Offering
Tammy Barbour
Barb Gough
Bob Olson
Pat Quick
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March 2014
Monthly Report:
Estimated Budget through 3/31/2014: $44,668.00
Receipts: $41,758.00

Expenses: $54,237.00

Bethel Prayer List
Louale Almarode and Family, Evan Annese (Riverheads Elementary School student), Covie
Brandt, Polly Bundy, Mel Sprunt Busby (recovering from pneumonia), Family of Aubrie
Bussard (daughter of David and Victoria Bussard and granddaughter of Nancy Reichard), Lorine
Caldwell (Dean Caldwell’s mother), Jim and Betty Crosby, Jarod Davis, Bobbye D’Orsi and her
daughter and son-in-law Pam and Jim Boone (Jill Webb’s neighbor), Jessie Earhart, Teri
Fitzgerald (friend of Polly Bundy), Friends and Family of Nan Folsom (Keith Folsom’s mother),
Joe Hagee (uncle of Laura Barmore), Matt Koogler (Riverheads Elementary School student),
Steve Kyle, Charlie and Sara Ann Lamb, David Law, Margaret Liptrap, Meade Loomis (sister of
Anne Jones), Anna Losh (grandmother of Susan Smith’s friend), McCray Family (Julie Turner’s
family), Moggie Moffett (Mo Kyle’s mother), Judy Olson, Carly Pond (11 year old great niece of
John Pilson), Pam Prickett and her Florida parents, Allen Quick, Jerry Shultz, Frankie Sours
(policeman), Charlotte Swortzel, Isaac Wolfe (son-in-law of Mary Glenn Davis), Rev. Rob
Woodfin (Pastor - St. Paul’s UMC), MISSIONARY: Michael and Rachel Weller and Ethiopian
friends. With any additions or updates, please call the Church Office, 540-886-6041.
Don’t Forget!
May 1st - National Day of Prayer
May 11th - Mother’s Day
May 17th - Armed Forces Day
May 26th - Memorial Day Observed

Church Website: www.bethelpresbyterianstaunton.org

Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook!
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