
 
 

 THETOWER  
Bethel Presbyterian Church  
563 Bethel Green Road  
Staunton, Virginia 24401  
540-886-6041 or bethelpc@gmail.com  
Website – bethelpresbyterianstaunton.org  
 
From the Pastor’s Desk . . . . . . .  
 
Dear Church Family, 
  

I hope that you all had a wonderful Easter Season. That has now officially come to a close. Our 
season of holiday after holiday has now finished and we are entering Ordinary Time. But do not 
let the name fool you. Ordinary time which stretches from now until Advent is not merely an ‘in 
between time’ it is a time of strengthening our faith. 
  

Over the last few weeks I have been talking with our children during the service about the 
liturgical colors that they see in the sanctuary. For the next several months it will be solid green. 
Green reminds us of growth. Thanks to the farmland around us we see a great deal of green (and 
quite a few amber waves as well). But green is the symbol of growing agriculture.  
  

The green in our sanctuaries represents the growth of our faith. In many ways, the two major 
holiday seasons (Christmas and Easter) are the highlights of our faith, but the rest of the time, the 
Ordinary time, is the time of the year for our faith to truly grow. It is when we wrestle with 
difficult questions concerning what God requires from us. As the plants grow in the field, so too, 
our faith should grow and be strengthened. 
  

So over the last several weeks I have been preaching an informal sermon series. I don’t know if 
you noticed, but in large part my sermons have had the same take home message: How you act in 
the world, as a Christian, is important. The details have varied, of course. They have ranged from 
saying that you are priests in the world and so what you do in your lives is an act of worship, to 
the idea that how you act as Christians is how people see the Church. 
  
As we enter this season of Ordinary time, this season of strengthening our faith, I would 
challenge you to keep those things in mind. As we grow in faith, how can we demonstrate that to 

the world? How can we act so that our strengthened faith can strengthen the 
faith of those around us? 
  

Of course there are many ways of doing that. Over the next several months I 
hope to explore some of them with you all. 
 

God bless, 
Pastor David 



 As We See It 

  

We hired our new pastor before he had completed the last preparatory step for full time ministry: 
ordination. On May 25th, David became Reverend David Shearer when he completed all the 
requirements and was ordained and installed at Bethel. Reverend David can now perform the 
sacraments, moderate the Session, and move forward through a lifetime of partnership with our 
church. 
  
The congregation and friends enthusiastically welcomed this historic event at the ordination 
ceremony. Seven Pastors and Elders from Shenandoah Presbytery participated in the worship, 
charging David with important duties and bringing him into the service of the church as an 
ordained Presbyterian minister. Fred Holbrook, John Peterson, and Randy Webb are three 
ministers who actively supported us in our transition between permanent pastors. They played 
important roles in the ordination ceremony.  
  
The Women of the Church prepared a royal reception for the event, welcoming David’s family 
and friends who travelled long distances to be present. 
  
The Pastor Relations Committee is indebted to many people here and throughout the Presbytery 
who made it all a successful occasion. 
  
The congregation is also thankful to Pastor Phil Sommer for his generous service and friendship 
to Bethel, and to Kevin Hand for his assistance in preparing for the pastor search. 
    
      ………Pastor Relations Committee 

 

  

Reverend Shearer with 
extended family 

 

John Peterson, 
Ordination Speaker 



July Worship Services 
  

July 6, 2014 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Read:  Genesis 24:34-67; Psalm 45:10-17; Romans 7:15-25; Matthew 11:16-30 

  

July 13, 2014 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Read:  Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112; Romans 8:1-11;  

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
  

July 20, 2014 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Read:  Genesis 28:10-19; Psalm 139; Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

  

July 27, 2014 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Read:  Genesis 29: 15-28; Psalm 105:1-11; Romans 8:26-39;  

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
  



 
  
Bethel Preschool Closing 
 

Because of changing demographics, increased county services, new preschool facilities in the 
community, and declining enrollment, the Bethel Session will discontinue operating the historic 
Bethel Preschool. We believe adequate preschool opportunities are available today without our 
offering, and look forward to investing this part of Bethel’s resources and energies in other areas 
of ministry. We are thankful for the Preschool’s many contributions to the community’s youth 
over many decades of operation.        
                                                        

The Preschool held its final graduation on May 29th with a covered dish dinner hosted by the 
staff and parents.  The children presented a program of songs and Bible verses they had learned 
during the year and a display of their art work.   
  

We particularly thank Teacher Pam Kirchman for her years of Preschool leadership. Pam’s 
exceptional and well known dedication and skills are beyond description. We thank Assistant 
Teachers Suzanna Burkholder and Theresa Bistel for their services to the Preschool in recent 
years.   We wish all of them the best of everything and success in their future endeavors. 
   

  



The Communications Committee will meet Sunday, July 6th, at 9 am. 
 
The Witness Committee will meet on Wednesday, July 9th, at 6:30 pm. 
 
The Session will meet on Sunday, July 13th, at 7:00 pm. 
 
The Stewardship/Finance Committee will meet on Sunday, July 20th, following the worship 
service. 
 
The Christian Education Committee will meet on Tuesday, July 29th, at 6:30 pm. 
  
Lemonade on the Lawn will be held on Sunday, July 13th, following the worship service.  
Come and join us for this time of fellowship!   
  
The Bells of Bethel will begin practice again on Wednesday, August 13th at 5:45 pm.  We 
would like to add three additional ringers this year.  New bell ringers do not have to be able to 
read music to learn how to ring bells.  Bethel youth are welcome to join the bell choir.  If you 
would like to play bells, please contact JoAnn Pendley at (540) 324-0152.   
  
Would your child like to be part of a children’s bell choir?  If so, please let JoAnn or Pastor 
Shearer know.   
  



Presbyterian Women    
July 2014 
  

The Afternoon and Evening Circles will meet on Tuesday, 
July 8th at 6:30 pm at the Middlebrook Community Center 
for the Annual Dinner. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Catered Dinner  All women are invited to the Ladies Annual Catered Meal. It will be 
held on July 8th, at the Middlebook Community Center at 6:30 pm. The meal will be catered by 
Country Kitchen of Christiansburg and the cost will be $14.00 per person. We have an extra 
special treat for the entertainment that evening.  Pastor David has agreed to lead us in an old 
fashion Hymn Sing.  We will also be collecting snack food (microwave popcorn, brownie and 
cookie mix) donations for the Presbyterian Children's Home of the Highlands. If you would like 
to make a donation, please bring it with you that evening. Please RSVP for yourself and your 
guests ASAP to either Libby Smith, Phyllis Cash, or Stephanie Rivers. 
  
PWCT Yearbook 
Attention Women of the Church:  The PWCT is starting the process of updating the Bethel 
Presbyterian Women Yearbook and they need your help.  If you would like to change from one 
circle to another please contact either Libby Smith, Phyllis Cash or Stephanie Rivers.  Also, 
please make sure they have your correct phone number listed especially if you no longer have a 
home number and only use a cell phone.  The deadline for changes is July 15th.  Thank you! 
  
 
Faith Quest (aka Children’s Church) 
  
This month we will wrap up our study of the gifts of the Holy Spirit that we started on Pentecost 
Sunday.  Our main focus in July will be the Armor of God.  We will use scripture, devotions and 
crafts to explore how God prepares us for 
spiritual battle.  A new edition to our resources 
is a DVD series entitled “Watch and Talk” 
presented by Christian recording artist 
Rebecca St. James.  Each DVD contains five 
modern day presentations based on the 
parables Jesus told in the gospels.  We will 
view these throughout the year as they tie into 
our lessons.  Parents and grandparents, 
please continue to encourage our “Agents of 
Truth” to memorize the five scriptures on the 
“Agent of God” wheels sent home last month. 
      
Susan McCutchen-Smith, Lead Investigator 
  



SESSION NEWS 
  
The Session met Sunday, June 8th, 2014, with eight elders and the moderator present. 
  
A decision was made to inventory extra chairs stored in the church basement and give the excess 
ones to the Middlebrook Fire Dept. 
  
The Treasurer’s report was received. 
  
The 21st Century Committee, is being requested to report work priorities of the committee. 
  
The Session is requesting that the Diaconate obtain a bid on air conditioning the Fellowship Hall 
and the classroom over the kitchen. 
  
Pastor David was given permission to serve home Communion and perform emergency Baptisms 
when necessary. 
  
At the request of the Worship Committee, approval was given to serve Communion monthly. 
  
The wedding of Sarah Heizer and Dustin Smith was approved for Saturday, August 2, 2014, at 
Bethel Church.  Pastor David will officiate. 
  
David will be on vacation for the period July 22nd-28th, 2014. 
  
Bethel Preschool will be discontinued due to an insufficient number of students. 
  
Irene Elliott, Bayleigh and Moose Lee will attend the Middle School Conference at Massanetta 
this summer. 

The Communications Committee presented 
the logo which received the most votes from 
the congregation to the Session for  
approval. This picture on the left is now 
Bethel’s logo. 
  
The 2014 Budget was increased by $693.00 
due to a change in the Minister’s Call. 
  
Bethel Church will be collecting food for 
underprivileged children at Riverheads 
Elementary School. 
  
Bethel members will be ringing the 
Salvation Army Bell at Christmas and Laura 
Barmore is challenging each committee to 
see which can raise the most money.  
 



Deacons’ Notes 
  
In June, the Deacons continued with the regular upkeep of the Church and 
Manse.  Fortunately, no significant issues have been identified.  The more noticeable 
news is the initiation of the second phase of the 21st Century Project Renovations. 
  
As you have noticed, the accessible ramp has been poured at the east entrance.  The 
Ladies Lounge is also being renovated to provide an accessible restroom.  The 
modifications of the restroom will allow for wheel chairs and walkers to more easily be 
used, with grab bars installed.  This restroom will be open to anyone and will be labeled 
as an accessible-family bathroom.  There is space in the new restroom for a baby-
changing table, if anyone has one they would like to contribute.  The dressing area 
frequented by wedding parties has also been saved during the renovations. 
  
Also included in the second phase will be the start of audio improvements in the 
Sanctuary.   The Worship Committee has led this initiative.  Derek Almarode will be 
providing improvement updates this summer. 
 

 
 21st Century Fund Report as of June 5, 2014 

  
Pledges Received: 46   Total Pledged: $65,490 (May Pledge Receipts $700) 

Total Received on Pledges: $40,690 (Due 2014 and 2015: $24,800)  
Received Other May: $4,973.00 

  
Total Received, All Sources 2012, 13, 14: $124,312    

Total Expected, All Sources: $149,112 
  
 

 
  



Growth & Strengthening Committee Notes 
  
Growth & Strengthening was glad to have a nice turnout for Lemonade 
on the Lawn on June 1st honoring our graduates and our new 
members from the past year.  Be sure to join us again on July 13th and 
August 3rd for Lemonade on the Lawn following the worship services.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Join us in Memorial Hall on Sunday mornings for fellowship and a cup of coffee.  Don’t forget to 
check out the TV screen in Memorial Hall for pictures and announcements. 
  
Put August 9th on your calendars for the Church Picnic starting at 6:00 pm!   
There will be games, face painting, and a covered dish meal.  Hotdogs will be provided.   
  
See you at Homecoming on August 24th, 2014!  More information will be in the August Tower.   

  
  

  



 
Bethel Prayer List  Friends and Family of Louale Almarode, Keith Alves, Covie Brandt, Polly 
Bundy, Family of Aubrie Bussard (daughter of David and Victoria Bussard and granddaughter of 
Nancy Reichard), Friends and Family of Hedy Caldwell, Lorine Caldwell (Dean Caldwell’s 
mother), Debbie Callison and her sister-in-law Patricia Stiles and great-niece Reese Burdette, 
Jim and Betty Crosby, Jarod Davis, Bobbye D’Orsi and her daughter and son-in-law Pam and 
Jim Boone (Jill Webb’s neighbor), Jessie Earhart, Teri Fitzgerald (friend of Polly Bundy), Joe 
Hagee (uncle of Laura Barmore), Danielle Hanger, David Hemp, Frances Humphries (friend of 
Margaret Wade), Matt Koogler (Riverheads High School student), William Koogler, Steve Kyle, 
Charlie and Sara Ann Lamb, David Law, Margaret Liptrap, Meade Loomis (sister of Anne 
Jones), Anna Losh (grandmother of Susan Smith’s friend), McCray Family (Julie Turner’s 
family), Friends and Family of Moggie Moffett (Mo Kyle’s mother), Judy Olson, Hannah 
Plummer, Carly Pond (11 year old great niece of John Pilson), Pam Prickett and her Florida 
parents, Allen Quick, Charlotte Swortzel, Brenda Earhart Tankesley, Jerry Utz (Cynthia Williams 
brother),  Isaac Wolfe (son-in-law of Mary Glenn Davis), Rev. Rob Woodfin (Pastor - St. Paul’s 
UMC), MISSIONARY: Michael and Rachel Weller and Ethiopian friends 
  
With any additions or updates, please call or text Barbara Gough, 540-255-6521, Tammy 
Barbour, 540-471-0450, or the Church Office, 540-886-6041. 
  

 
 

General Fund Monthly Report 
  

Estimated Budget through June 5th:  $75,592.00 
     Actual Budget Expenses:  $77,387.00 Actual Budget Receipts:  $73,043.00  

  
 
 
Our sympathies and condolences to the family and friends of Margaret “Moggie” Moffett who 
passed away on May 24th, 2014. 
  
 
 

  



 
Congratulations Graduates!! 
 
Graduating From College . . . . 
  
Kathleen Marie Williams - Daughter of Joe and Sally Williams; Granddaughter of Dr. H. 
Lynn and Eloise Moore and the late Jim and Charlotte Williams; Graduated Cum Laude 
from Radford University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Sports Medicine; 
Continuing her education at the Murphy Deming College of Health Sciences pursing a 
degree in the Doctor of Physical Therapy program at Mary Baldwin College 
  
  
 
Congratulations to the Lawhorne, Bosserman and McLaughlin families on the birth of 
Willow Joan Bosserman who was born on May 27th, 2014, at 9:46 am.  She weighed 8 
lbs., 12 oz. and is the daughter of Briana Lawhorne and Jessie Bosserman.  Willow has 
a brother Alex and a sister Isabelle and she is the granddaughter of John McLaughlin 
and the great-granddaughter of the late Joan McLaughlin. 
 

 



 Schedules:  July 2014 

 
Nursery  
 
July 6th - Eloise Moore; Barbara Damico 
July 13th - Luanne Leonard; Joyce Miller 
July 20th - Barbara Gough, Judy Olson 
July 27th - Bruce and Linda Lamond 
 
 

 
Flowers 
 
July 6th - Mary Ann Anderson      
July 13th - Tammy Barbour - Communion 
July 20th - McClure Family      
July 27th - Drury Whitaker 
 

 
 
Transportation for Charlotte 
 
July 6th - Sally Williams 
July 13th - Pat Quick 
July 20th - Dale Thompson 
July 27th - Jill Webb 
 
Transportation for Jeb 
 
July 6th - Joe Williams 
July 13th - Mac Williams 
July 20th - 
July 27th - James Williams 
 
 
Offering  
 
Barbara Gough 
Charlie Johnson 
Dale Thompson 
Tim Turner 
  
  



 
Augusta County Fair - Gospel Night 

  
Gospel Night at the Augusta County Fair will be Thursday evening, August 7th at Expo in 
Fishersville.  Christian Music Hall of Fame artists The Gospel Harmony Boys will be performing.  
The Gospel Harmony Boys aspire to entertain as well as inspire through a unique blend of 
Christian dedication, solid talent, and stage presence that has been thrilling audiences for over 
fifty-six years.  Check them out at www.gospelharmonyboys.com.  Get more information about 
Gospel Night and all the events going on at the Augusta County Fair at: 
www.augustacountyfair.com.   
  
 
 
 
 
The Stonewall Brigade Band presents a free concert every Monday night in June, July, and 
August.  Concerts start at 8 pm and are held in the Gazebo in Staunton’s Gypsy Hill Park.  So 
bring your lawn chairs, blankets, picnic baskets and enjoy an old fashioned band concert under 
the stars.  For directions and programs check out the Stonewall Brigade Band website at 
www.stonewallbrigadeband.com.   
  

 
 
 

Don’t Forget! 
  

July 4th - Independence Day 
  
 
 
 

Church Website:  www.bethelpresbyterianstaunton.org 
 

Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook!  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Community 
Vacation 
Bible School 
was held June 
9-12 at St. 
John’s  
Church. 
 
The theme 
was Advent; 
Bethel 
presented a 
skit portraying 
Joseph and 
Mary’s  
journey by 
donkey from 


