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August, 2015
From the Pastor’s Desk . . .
Dear Church Family,
I hope that you all have been enjoying your summer. I also hope that those of you that were able
to take advantage of our Community Vacation Bible School enjoyed it. I know that I did. A big
thank you to all of the volunteers that worked incredibly hard in order to make this program a
huge success.
And speaking of school, as summer is winding down and we prepare for the school year to start
up again I would like to remind you all to keep all of our students in your prayers. As students
from pre-school all the way up to graduate programs begin ramping up for the new school year it
is important for us to show our support and love for them and one of the easiest ways of doing
that is to lift them up in our daily prayers.
God bless,
Pastor David

As I See It
I have been thinking a lot recently about the nature of human
beings. It seems to me that for the most part we are pretty selfsufficient. Given food and water, a place to stay, air to breathe;
we can pretty much just keep on keepin’ on.
But of course that is all an illusion. We are not self-sufficient;
we are wholly dependent on God. And that brings me to my
next point. Above securing food, water, shelter, and oxygen;
above providing for our own well-being or our own pleasure;
above all other things, we as human beings have one purpose:
to worship God.
And really, that is our end all and be all. That’s why we are
here: to praise and worship God. That’s it, really. That’s why
we exist.

August Worship Schedule
August 2, 2015
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
II Samuel 11:26-12:13a Ephesians 4:1-16 John 6:24-35
August 9, 2015
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
II Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 Ephesians 4:25-5:2 John 6:35, 41-51
August 16, 2015
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
I Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14 Ephesians 5:15-20 John 6:51-58
August 23, 2015
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Homecoming Sunday
Sacrament of Holy Communion
I Kings 8:22-30, 41-43 Ephesians 6:10-20 John 6:56-69
August 30, 2015
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Song of Solomon 2:8-13 James 1:17-27 Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Lemonade on the Lawn will be held on Sunday, August 2nd, following the worship service.
Come and join us for this time of fellowship!

The September Tower Deadline will be Thursday, August 20th. Please have articles and
announcements to the Church Office by noon. Articles and announcements for the September
Tower can be left in Adrienne’s mailbox in Memorial Hall or emailed to: bethelpc@gmail.com .
If you turn in items after the deadline Adrienne cannot guarantee they will be included in the
Tower. When writing announcements please keep in mind the 5 W’s: Who? What? When?
Where? Why? Please remember that all announcements and information are subject to editing.
Thank you!
Communion will be held on August 23rd, 2015, Homecoming Sunday.
Y’all come!!! Homecoming Sunday is August 23rd, 2015!
We are honored to have as our guest on Homecoming Sunday, the Rev. Dr. Roy A. Martin,
Jr., Transitional Presbyter, Presbytery of Shenandoah, who will deliver the sermon. Roy was
born and raised in Fredericksburg, Virginia. His father was an active member in the Disciples of
Christ Church and his mother was a member of The Presbyterian Church. Both served as elders
within their congregations. During his childhood Roy attended both churches regularly, until age
11, when he was confirmed and joined The Presbyterian Church. He attended the University of
Mary Washington and Union Presbyterian Seminary. Roy served as pastor at St. Mark’s
Presbyterian Church, Bayonet Point, Florida; Lower Brandywine Presbyterian Church,
Wilmington, Delaware; and First Presbyterian Church, Lake City, Florida. He has also served the
denomination at the Synod, Presbytery levels. We are pleased that Roy has taken time from his
busy schedule to join us on this special day.
The 11:00 am worship service will be followed by a covered dish dinner. What better day to
invite a friend, neighbor or member we have not seen lately than on Homecoming Sunday. See
you in church!

Weekly Fellowship Time on Sundays
Bethel has begun a weekly time of fellowship on Sundays following the worship service.
Because of church membership participation, it’s been a success! Thanks to all who provide
refreshments for us to enjoy while we visit with each other. Please help us to continue with this
opportunity to get together by signing up to provide refreshments for a Sunday in August or next
fall. No need for anything fancy, just something to nibble on while we spend time with one
another. There is a sheet with dates needed on the bulletin board in Memorial Hall. Simple food
and drink, great company!

The Bells of Bethel will begin practice again on Wednesday, August 5th, at 5:15 pm. New bell
ringers are always welcome! You do not have to be able to read music to learn how to ring
bells. Bethel youth are welcome to join the bell choir. If you would like to play bells, please
contact JoAnn Pendley at (540) 324-0152.
Adult Choir Practice!
Attention: Adult Choir members and anyone who would like to help sing during the worship
services. The Adult Choir will resume practice on August 5th after taking the months of June
and July off. Choir practices are on Wednesday evenings at 7 pm. They would love to have
new and returning choir members!

Presbyterian Women

August 2015

*The Afternoon Circle will not meet during the month of August.
*The Evening Circle will meet at Bethel on Tuesday, August 11th, at 7:00 pm.
August 2nd - PWCT Meeting

August 30th - PWCT Meeting

Pictorial Directory Update
We are moving forward with our plans for completion of a Bethel Directory this year. So far
Penny and Bonnie have 18 families represented. To better reach the rest of our congregation our
committee is calling each church member to set up times and/or remind them of the photo
opportunity. Penny and Bonnie have set up a specific date for photos to be taken. This will be
Saturday, August 8th from 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm. They will also be available after church most
Sundays to take a photo if someone would like to do that. Homecoming is coming up August
23rd and that might be a good Sunday to get our group picture for the cover of our directory. The
donation of $20.00 will include the directory and four 5x7 photos chosen from the proofs. Your
donation will be collected at the same time the proof is chosen. We will wait until all photos are
taken before setting up a time for payment and looking at proofs. All donations of $20.00 go to
cover expenses incurred by the committee in the production of the directory. If you do not
receive a call or would prefer to provide us with a photo please talk with a member of the
committee. They are Barb Gough, Jackie Law, Judy Olson, Penny Lee, Bonnie Shearer and
Marty Simmers.

SESSION NEWS AND NOTES
Your Session met on Monday, July 13th, 2015 at 7:00 pm with eight elders and the moderator
present.
Pastor David and Irene Elliott will attend the next presbytery meeting on August 22nd at
Massanutten Presbyterian Church.
Barbara Gough reported on the Growth and Strengthening Committee’s plans for the pictorial
directory. Photo sessions will be held on July 20th from 5:00 to 8:00 pm, on August 8th from
4:00 pm to 8:00 pm, on Homecoming Sunday and on other Sundays after Worship when a
photographer is available. A package of four 5x7’s, the session proofs and a directory will be
offered for the suggested amount of $20 to cover costs.
Roy Martin, Interim Presbyter of the Shenandoah Presbytery, will be our guest speaker for
Homecoming.
Cole Herndon of Troop 13, who built our chapel as his Eagle Scout project, will hold his Eagle
Scout Court of Honor ceremony at Bethel on July 25th. Congratulations to Cole on this worthy
recognition.
Adrienne Barker will be on vacation August 31st to September 3rd, October 5th to October 8th
and November 30th to December 3rd. Penny Lee will handle the office duties during her
absence.
New forms and guidelines for the Continuing Education Loan Fund were presented by Irene
Elliott and approved.
Jill Webb reported that the new furniture for Memorial Hall should be delivered on July 16th.

General Fund Monthly Report
Estimated Budget through July 2nd: $93,314.00
Actual Budget Expenses: $82,254.00
Actual Budget Receipts: $79,268.00
Note: Actual Receipts are $10,817 below 2014 Receipts ($90,085) for same period.

Augusta County Fair - Gospel Night
Gospel Night at the Augusta County Fair will be Thursday evening, August 6th at Expo in
Fishersville. The Crestmen will perform at 6:30 pm and Relinquish will perform at 8:00 pm.
Get more information about Gospel Night and all the events going on at the Augusta County Fair
at: www.augustacountyfair.com .

Schedules August 2015
Flowers
August 2nd - Tammy Barbour
August 9th - Evelyn LaPorte
August 16th - Keedie Leonard
August 23rd - Tish Folsom/Communion/Homecoming
August 30th - Libby Smith

Nursery
August 2nd - Brian and Penny Lee
August 9th - Joyce Davis; Louise Hoy
August 16th - Chris and Therese Schooley
August 23rd - Keedie Leonard; Isabelle Leonard
August 30th - Keith Folsom; Kayla Folsom

Offering
Tammy Barbour
Bob Olson
Mac Williams
Joe Williams

The members of the Baja Mission team would like to thank our Congregation for their support
in our various fund raisers from purchasing mums, attending Chili's and Firehouse Sub meals,
car washes & bake sales, yard sale donations, sponsorships and donations. We also would like to
thank the Women of the Church for taking on the Hygiene Kit project. These items go a long
way.
We celebrated the building of the 50th house there in Vincente Guerrero. Quite an amazing
accomplishment in itself but even more incredible is how many lives were given to Christ.
Christ's love has no boundaries!
Thank you again!

Your VBS committee thanks all who attended Camp Discovery last month from the youngest 2
year old to the adults in the Pastors' classes. In addition to the four core churches, we had
campers from 8 other churches participate. Over 80 children and adults joined us either as
campers or helpers.
To all who helped with registration, crafts, meals, games, music and team leaders and teen
helpers and teachers, we thank you all. A special thanks to our neighbor churches, St. John's, Mt.
Tabor and Redeemer for also providing teachers, team leaders, crafts, music leaders, teenage
helpers and meals.
This is truly a community of friends who work together to enrich our lives and spread the Good
News of Jesus Christ.

Bethel Prayer List
Bentley Almarode (4 year old recovering from brain surgery), Mike Almarode (Betty Schooley’s
brother-in-law diagnosed with cancer), Catherine Bryan (friend of Stephanie Rivers), Barbara
Burroughs (friend of Laura Barmore), Hunter Butler (son of Laura Showalter & Jamie Butler &
grandson of Steve Hord & Nancy Reichard), Lorine Caldwell (Dean Caldwell’s mother), Debbie
Callison & her sister-in-law Patricia Stiles & great-niece Reese Burdette, Ann Christian, Judy
Clark & Tony Teague & their Families (friends of Drury Whitaker), Jim & Betty Crosby, Jarod
Davis (please send cards to home address), Friends & Family of Mary (Williams) Dransfield,
Henley Gabeau & Family (passing of her daughter on April 12th), Danielle Hanger, Wes Harlow
& Family, Larry Harris (Derek Almarode’s uncle), Sarah Hord and her fiancé Jeff Martin (Jeff is
recovering from brain surgery due to multiple aneurysms), Frances Humphries (friend of
Margaret Wade), Tom Jeffrey (friend of Laura Barmore), Bill Klitzman (nephew of Louise Hoy),
Sara Ann Lamb, David Law, Jane Law (back surgery), Margaret Liptrap, Meade Loomis (sister
of Anne Jones), Dr. Lynn Moore (had knee replacement surgery), Michelle Murphy (friend of
Kymberlee Schneider), Margaret Myrtle and Family (Shirley Heizer’s sister), Judy Olson, Katie
Parker and Family, David Patton (Irene Elliott’s brother), Christy Glover Pilson (John Pilson’s
niece), Carly Pond (12 year old great niece of John Pilson), Pearle Rowe, Irene Sarnelle (lung
cancer), Lucy Sproul, Charlotte Swortzel, Jerry Utz (Cynthia Williams brother), Bruce Webb
(friend of Corbett Smith), Marguerite Whitaker (Tom Whitaker’s mother), Katie Williams &
Family, Sarah Williams & Family, MISSIONARY: Michael and Rachel Weller and Ethiopian
friends
Don’t forget to “Like” us on Facebook!

