The Tower

February 2017

563 Bethel Green Road * Staunton, Virginia 24401 * (540) 886 -6041
bethelpc@gmail.com * www.bethelpresbyterianstaunton.org

The Session’s View . . .
February is traditionally a month for hearts and candy and
flowers and other expressions of love – that is, romantic
love. Romantic love may make the world go ‘round, but
demonstrated Christian love and charity are key for the
stability and growth of a church. Such love is shown by a
church’s worship, activities, and outreach. Such love and
tolerance is proclaimed in the following verses from Peter
R. Scholtes’ familiar 1968 hymn T hey'll K now W e A re
Christians By Our Love.
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord …
They will know we are Christians by our love
We will work with each other, we will work side by side…
They will know we are Christians by our love
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand …
And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land
They will know we are Christians by our love
This article draws upon a web posting by Rick Warren, author of How to Hav e a More Lov ing
Church, and Why It’s So Vital. He wr ote, “It’s love that reaches people. You don’t argue people
into the kingdom of heaven. You love them into the kingdom of heaven. ” Pastor Warren then continues by listing three steps to having a loving church:
1. Accept everybody.
Have you ever been in a church of spiritual snobs? We get it and you don ’t. Do you know why
people have a hard time accepting others? They confuse acceptance with approval. There ’s a big
difference between acceptance and approval. You can accept somebody without approving of his
lifestyle. He may be doing something totally contrary to the word of God, but you can accept him
as a person without approving of the sin he’s involved in.
(The Session’s View continued on the next page)
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(The Session’s View continued from the previous page)

Romans 15:7 says, “Accept one another just as
Christ accepted you.” That’s a start — acceptance. The church is a hospital for sinners,
not a hotel for saints…The church is a place
where people are growing. The church is for
people who don’t have it all together. It matters
where you are now and if you know Jesus.
2. Appreciate everybody.
This goes a little bit further than acceptance. Philippians 2:35 says, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourself. Each of you should
look not only to your own interest but also the interest of others. ” Appreciate everybody. Find
something you can like, not just accept. Tell them so. With some people this may require a little
creativity. You may have to look a little while. Maybe you just need to value them for their
uniqueness. What a boring church we would be if we all shared the same personality!
3. Affirm everybody.
Give everybody a lift whenever you can. I Thess. 5:11 says, “Encourage one another and build
each other up.” When people stumble, don’t criticize, sympathize. Be an encourager, not a condemner. You can encourage people just by smiling at them. The ministry of greeters in
your church is crucial and vital. You only have one chance to make a first impression …Give a
welcome handshake, a smile.
Absolutely nothing can stop the church that’s filled with love. Nothing. It doesn’t happen accidentally. It requires an all-out effort…Everybody needs to contribute to the atmosphere of the
church. Love draws outside people in.
A mission statement for Bethel might well include this final verse of T hey’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love:
Love is patient, love is kind
Never boasts, not full of pride
Always hopes, always trusts
The evidence of Christ in us

“The evidence of Christ in us.” We are Christians. We are Bethel. Let our love of Christ, love
of church, and love for all be our beacon to the community.
- The Bethel Session
Boy Scout Sunday
Boy Scout Sunday will be Sunday, February 5th, 2017. During the worship service, the Boy Scouts will be recognized for their contribution to the community and
to Bethel. All are invited to this special service!
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February Lectionary Schedule
February 5, 2017
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Boy Scout Sunday
Souper Bowl of Caring
Guest Minister: Rev. Malcolm Brownlee
Isaiah 58:1-12
I Corinthians 2:1-16
Matthew 5:13-20
February 12, 2017
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Guest Minister: Rev. Roxana Atwood
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
I Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37
February 19, 2017
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Guest Minister: Rev. William Painter
Leviticus 19:1-18
I Corinthians 3:10-23
February 26, 2017
Transfiguration of the Lord
Guest Minister: Rev. William Painter
Exodus 24:12-18
II Peter 1:16-21

Matthew 5:38-48

Matthew 17:1-9

Super Bowl Sunday Souper Bowl of Caring
The Bethel Witness/Mission Committee is asking you to tackle hunger
with them on Super Bowl Sunday with the Souper Bowl of Caring. The
congregation is asked to bring non-perishable food or make monetary
donations on Sunday, February 5th, 2017. Our young people will be collecting the food and money for Kingsway after the worship service. Your continued generosity is greatly appreciated in
this annual service project.
Fellowship Following
Worship
“Fellowship Following Worship” will be held on Sunday, February 19th. Many thanks to Yvonne Goodson and Doris True
who will be providing the refreshments. For more information on “Fellowship Following Worship” and how you can
volunteer please see the announcement about the sign -up sheet
on page 4.
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Congregational Care “Fellowship Following Worship” sign-up sheet:

There is a new volunteer sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in Memorial Hall.
The Congregational Care Committee has placed monthly Sunday dates under
the name of each month. Please write your name down next to the month you
are willing to provide refreshments and then circle the date of the Sunday you
have chosen. Communion dates are also included; we ask that no one sign up for refreshments on
any of those four dates. As other events are scheduled they will be added to the signup sheet, e.g.,
Lemonade on the Lawn, planned meals. Thank you!

Presbyterian Women
February 2017
Emphasis: Witness Season, Lent
*The Afternoon Circle will meet at the church on February 14th, at
1:30 pm.
*The Evening Circle will meet at the church on February 14th, at 7:00 pm.
February 5th - PWCT Meeting
You may remember that during November the PWCT sponsored a gift card collection to benefit the
Presbyterian Children’s Home of the Highlands. The total amount of gift cards collected was
$230.00! Thanks so much to everyone who participated in this important project!
March Tower Deadline
The March Tower Deadline will be Thursday, February 16th. Please have all articles and announcements to the Church Office by noon. Articles and announcements for the March Tower can be left in Adrienne’s mailbox in Memorial Hall or
you can email them to: bethelpc@gmail.com. When writing announcements for the
newsletter please keep in mind the 5 W’s: Who? What? When? Where? Why?. Please remember if you turn in
items after the deadline Adrienne cannot guarantee they will be included in the Tower. Thank
you!
Note from the Bethel Personnel Committee
We are happy to welcome Mr. Robert “Bob” Moody as Bethel’s new Choir
Director! Mr. Moody is the Choir Director and Organist at New Providence
Presbyterian Church and is also the Director of the Stonewall Brigade Band. He will lead our music planning and choir practice, anthem selection, coordinating hymn selections with ministers and
various other music program duties. He will not be present at Bethel on Sunday mornings because
of his other commitments. We look forward to Bob Moody’s leadership with great enthusiasm.
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Notes from the Congregational Care Committee
The “Prayer Train” is still on the tracks! This is another way
to share prayer concerns with people who do not have email,
or prefer to talk to a live person. Sally Brubeck (885 -5871), Evelyn LaPorte (886-2236) or
Adrienne in the Church Office can start the Prayer Train with your prayer request. Also please
contact the Church Office, if you have not been getting the prayer requests by phone, and want to
be added to the list to share the calls.
The Prayer List, published in the bulletin and Tower, is updated frequently. Please call or text:
Tammy Barbour (471-0450) or Barb Gough (255-6521) to update the list. You may also contact
the Church Office with any changes. You can see the current Prayer List on page 7 of the February Tower.
Reminder: Copies of the Bethel Pictorial Directory are available for $20 each. Please contact
Marty Simmers (476-2222) or Barb Gough if you would like to purchase a pictorial directory.
We welcome any new m em bers to the Congregational Care Comm ittee. We meet at 6:30 pm on
the 4th Tuesday of the month (most months). Call or text Tammy or Barb if you are interested.
We’d love to have you join us!
- Barb Gough, Congregational Committee Chair
Bethel Session News & Notes
The Session met on Thursday, January 12th, with eight elders and the Moderator,
Pastor Joe Condro, present.
Ken Miller will attend the Presbytery Meeting on February 11th at Sunnyside Retirement Community in Harrisonburg, VA.
The ordination and installation of officers was held on January 22nd during worship.
The Session will receive the results of the CAT survey on January 26th and will share them with
the congregation during the Congregational Appreciation Luncheon on January 29th.
The Christian Education Committee will concentrate on renewing the Children ’s Church program.

Old Church Hymnals
Worn blue hymnals are available in the Choir Room, on a first come, first choice basis.
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Receiving Treasurer Report

Pledges 2017: 21 pledges for a total of $67,582 have been received. Thanks to those who pledged. If you have not already pledged,
please prayerfully consider pledging now for 2017 - it is never too late! Pledge cards are available
in Memorial Hall and the vestibule. Send completed cards to the church (Attn: Receiving Treasurer), or put in the Receiving Treasurer mailbox in Memorial Hall or in the offering plate any Sunday.
General Fund 2016: Receipts to Budget $176,068

Actual Budget Expenses $190,683

Need a Ride to Church?
Call the Bethel Deacon’s Taxi Service!
If you need a ride to worship or to
church activities please contact the
Church Office at 540/886-6041 or at
bethelpc@gmail.com. You can also contact any Deacon. We will make sure
transportation
is provided for
you.
Thank you!
Flower Schedule
February 2017
February 5th - Drury Whitaker
February 12th - Jill Webb
(Memorial)
February 19th - Ginny Gano
February 26th - Cathy Hill

February
Greeter:
Ellen Fitzgerald

Bethel Presbyterian Church

Nursery Schedule
February 2017
February 5th - Joe & Tabby Moore
February 12th - Mac & Emily Williams
February 19th - Bayleigh Lee;
Luanne Leonard
February 26th - Barb Gough, Judy Olson

Offering
Schedule
February 2017
Tammy Barbour
Wade Cash
Ellen Fitzgerald
Joe Williams

Words cannot express my gratitude and thanks to
you for the wonderful (and unexpected!) Christmas purse that you gave to me. I was overwhelmed and humbled by the generosity and kindness that you showed me. I would also like to
thank all of you for the cards and gifts that were given to Justin
and me for Christmas as well. I am blessed to be part of such a
wonderful “family” and I wish you all a very happy and healthy
2017!
Love in Christ,
Adrienne Barker, Bethel Office Manager
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Mike Alford (brain cancer; husband of M ary A lf ord), Mike Almarode (Betty S chooley ’s brotherin-law), F a ye Ambler (Sarah Frances Ralston’s sister-in-law), P hil Ba lsey (friend of Bob &
Louise Hoy), Mildr ed Ba r mor e, Ba rr y Bla cka (Joyce Miller’s brother), Ca ther ine Br ya n (friend of
Stephanie Rivers), Lor ine Caldwell (Dean Caldwell’s mother), F r iends & F a mily of Alphie Ca nning, Betty Crosby, Jarod Davis & Family, Ronnie Davis (Joyce Dav is’ son), F r iends & F a mily of
Mary (Williams) Dransfield, Anita Edwards & her family (w if e of Larry Edw ards), Herbert Hamilton (K ingsw ay v olunteer - has cancer), Reba Heizer (friend of Drury Whitaker), F r iends & F a mily of Mrs. Charles (Ruth) Jordan (Tim Jordan & M ary K ate Law ’s grandmother), Bill Kea ling
(friend of Laura Barmore), Bill Klitzma n (nephew of Louise Hoy), Ka r en Koogler (foot surgery),
Sara Ann Lamb, L. Cpl. Bertram Bruce Lamond (activ e m ilitary), Evelyn LaPorte, David Law,
Luanne Leonard (back injury), Margaret Liptrap, Meade Loomis (sister of A nne Jones), John
McLaughlin (Briana Law horne’s father), Linda Or eba ugh (diagnosed with breast cancer), Chr isty
Glover Pilson (John Pilson’s niece), John P ilson, P olice, Fir emen, a nd
EMS workers & volunteers, Carly Pond (f ourteen year old great niece of
John Pilson), F r iends & F a mily of Ir ene Sa r nelle (friend of Linda Tenney), Rev. Da vid Shea r er & F a mily, Micha el Somer s, F r iends & F a mily
of Charlotte Swortzel, Friends & Family of Jerry Utz (Cynthia W illiams
brother), Bill & Ma r guer ite Whita ker (Tom Whitaker’s parents), John
Wooddell (at Baldw in Park ), MISSIONARY: Michael & Rachel Weller
and Ethiopian friends
2017 Baja Mission Trip
July 14th - July 23rd, 2017
Registration is now open until deadline - March 1, 2017
For more information, contact Keith Folsom
(294-0025; keithspringdale@gmail.com) or go to:
http://shenpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Baja-FAQ-2017-11-10-16.pdf#page3
Lions Club International Project
Starting Sunday, January 22nd, you will notice a receptacle in the vestibule for the
Lions Club International to deposit eyeglasses that are no longer being used. Bethel is pleased to be able to contribute to the Lions Recycle for Sight program. Recycled glasses are distributed to people in need in low and middle income communities where they will have the greatest impact. Donated glasses can change someone's life. Imagine
if you could help a child read or an adult succeed in his job. In just about any home, one can find a
pair of eyeglasses that are no longer being used. That same pair of eyeglasses can change another
person's life. For questions or interest in volunteering contact Laura Barmore, 540-3775952, laura@alllabs.com.
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Staunton Choral Society
2017 Spring Season
Rehearsals for the Staunton Choral Society 2017 Spring Concert Season
will begin on January 23rd. The rehearsals are on Monday evenings at
7:00 pm at Christ Lutheran Church (2807 North Augusta Street - Staunton; meet in the Social
Hall on lower level, enter from back parking lot).
New and returning members are welcome to join through February. The fee per season is $30.00
for music and concert cost. The director Raymond Hebert has a great program of fun pieces
picked out for the Staunton Choral Society. They are planning a Hymn Festival in March, their
big concert on May 21st, probably repeat performances at “Serenity at Trinity” vespers services
in the historic Trinity Lutheran Church in June, and Praise in the Park at Staunton ’s Gypsy Hill
Park in July.
Come join the Sing - Join the Staunton Choral Society!

Worship Service on January 15th
Guest Speaker: Don Reid
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Christmas Eve Service 2016
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Christmas Eve Service 2016
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February 2nd - Groundhog Day
February 5th - Super Bowl Sunday
February 14th - Valentine’s Day
February 20th- Presidents’ Day

Bethel Presbyterian Church

The Tower - February 2017

page 11

