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The Bethel congregation has had an active and upbeat 

spring. Recent highlights include our Lenten and Easter 

services, reorganized and energized children's programs, 

Clean-up Day, a Pork Loin Dinner, and hosting of Scout-

ing and Young Life activities, among other things.  

 

We had 80 attendees at the Sunrise Service and breakfast, 

up from 60 last year, as well as excellent attendance at the 

regular Easter service led by Rev. William Painter. The 

Deacons were very pleased with turnout, production, and 

fellowship on their clean-up day.  

 

We continue to be blessed with excellent support from 

Shenandoah Presbytery supply pastors and especially from Rev. Joe Condro, who skillfully mod-

erates the Session and preaching from time to time. The Pork Loin dinner, a Bethel tradition, was 

well attended and much enjoyed. And we are especially happy that we can host the local chapter 

of Young Life at Bethel.  

 

The Personnel Committee is seeking an Interim Pastor. Bethel submitted a Mission Information 

Form to the Presbytery Committee on Pastoral Transition announcing our search. We are contact-

ing local ministers who might be candidates for the position.  

 

We are proud to announce the hiring of Robert Moody as Music Director in March. He has di-

rected choir planning and practice following the departure of Bethel's good friend Harold Coiner 

as Choir Director. Beginning June 1st, Bob will direct the choir on a dedicated basis, participate 

in Sunday services and special programs, and serve as backup organist if needed. Music has al-

ways been an important part of Bethel's life, and we anticipate that Bob will lead us into a new era 

of innovation and activity.  

 
 

(The Session’s View continued on the next page)  

The Session’s View . . . 
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May Lectionary Schedule 

 

May 7th, 2017 

4th Sunday of Easter 

Guest Minister: Rev. Kate Rascoe 

Acts 2:42- 47     I Peter 2:19-35     John 10:1-10    

 

May 14th, 2017 

5th Sunday of Easter Mother’s Day 

Guest Minister: Rev. William Painter  

Acts 7:55-60     I Peter 2:2-10     John 14:1-14 

 

May 21st, 2017 

6th Sunday of Easter Graduate Recognition Sunday 

Guest Minister: Rev. Malcolm Brownlee  

Acts 17:22-31     I Peter 3:13-22     John 14:15-21 

 

May 28th, 2017 

7th Sunday of Easter 

Guest Minister: Rev. Malcolm Brownlee  

Acts 1:6-14     I Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11     John 17:1-11 

 

(The Session’s View continued from the previous page)  

 

The following description of Bob's background was extracted from the Stonewall Brigade Band 

website (see http://www.stonewallbrigadeband.com/history/timeline -of-band-directors/). 
 

Bob is a Staunton native. He began lessons in piano at age 7, choir at 8, and band at 10. 

During his years at Lee High School, he played in the band and sang in church choirs. He 

began organ instruction after high school.  
 

Bob studied Electrical Engineering and Physics at the University of Virginia, then trans-

ferred to the School of Education. He graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Music 

Education (1963) and later earned a Master's degree at Madison College (1974).  
 

Bob was band director at Buffalo Gap High School for 23 years, taught physics, and taught 

beginning band in feeder elementary schools. He has directed the Stonewall Brigade Band 

since 1975. He has served as choirmaster and/or organist for a number of churches and or-

ganizations. 
 

Bob is a member of the Staunton-Augusta Rotary Club and works closely with Jazz in the 

Park. 
 

Bob and his wife Joy live in a historic (1832) house on Frog Pond Road west of Staunton 

and are members of Hebron Presbyterian Church.  

 

- The Bethel Session 

http://www.stonewallbrigadeband.com/history/timeline-of-band-directors/


Bethel Presbyterian Church          The Tower - May 2017                    page 3 

Bethel News & Events . . . 

Muffins for Moms 

This Mother’s Day, Bethel would like to treat all Mothers to a muffin in Me-

morial Hall.  All muffins will be put out before the worship service so plan 

to come early to pick up one and enjoy!  It is our way to thank all mothers or 

women that fill that role in any capacity.  Happy Mother ’s Day! 

Mother’s Day Corsages 

This year in honor or memory of mothers on Mother’s Day, the Worship Committee 

is offering red (honor) or white (memory) rose corsages for $7.50.  These are simple 

corsages that consist of a single rose, greenery, bow and a pin.  In order to give 

Staunton Florist a count, we need to have the orders in by no later than Sunday, May 

7th.  An order form has been placed in the Sunday bulletin for your convenience or 

you may call the Church Office (540) 886-6041 or Sally Brubeck (540) 885-5871 to place your or-

der. 

A New Weekly Prayer Fellowship Group  

All are invited to participate in a weekly Prayer Fellowship which is be-

ginning on Thursday, May 18th, at 2:00 pm . The group will meet in the 

Bumgardner Classroom.  We will share inspirational readings, pray for 

those in need, and for Bethel Church. This group will be facilitated by the 

Rev. Anne M. Ross. A second career pastor (formerly a Registered Nurse), Anne received an 

M.Div. from Princeton Theological Seminary in 2002. She led a weekly prayer group (which con-

tinues today) at the Elkton Presbyterian Church where she was the pastor for eleven years before 

she retired in 2015.  Pastor Anne lives in McGaheysville with her two cats.  Please contact Barb 

Gough if you have questions or would like more information about the class.  

Casserole Connection 

It’s time to restock the Bethel freezer. If you enjoy cooking or would like to 

help in any way in the kitchen please join us  Friday, May 19th from 11:00 

am - 1:00 pm. Bring the ingredients to whatever meal you'd like to make and 

disposable containers. The meals we prepare are then placed in the freezer 

for anyone who may have a need. It's a great time of fellowship and we usu-

ally have good nibbles. It is open to all, you don't have to be female.  If interested with questions 

please call Laura Barmore (540/462-7794). 

Graduate Recognition Sunday & Lemonade on the Lawn  
 

During the worship service on May 21st, Bethel will be recognizing 

those graduating from high school this year.  Two of the graduates we 

will be recognizing are Jarod Davis and Harleigh Lee.  (Please let us 

know if there are other graduates that we may have missed!)  
 

The Congregational Care Committee is organizing Lemonade on the Lawn following the worship 

service to honor the graduates as well.   
 

Come and join us as we celebrate our graduates together!  

tel:540-462-7794


Bethel Presbyterian Church          The Tower - May 2017                   page 4 

Bethel News & Events (continued) . . . 

Presbyterian Women News - May 2017 

Emphasis:  Christian Family Education; Birthday Offering  

 

*The Afternoon Circle will meet at 1:30 pm on May 9th, at the Church.  

 

*The Evening Circle will meet at 7:00 pm on May 9th, at the Church.  

 

 

The 2017 Birthday Offering will be collected at the May Circle Meetings.  After 

receiving numerous proposals, the Creative Ministries Offering Committee chose 

three projects to receive grants from the 2017 Birthday Offering. Your gift to the 

2017 Birthday Offering will allow help to these three ministries: First -Hand Aid’s 

Rural Clinic Development Initiative serving rural communities in Cuba, Safe Haven for Domestic 

Violence in South Carolina and The Paper for Water ’s Navajo Water Project in New Mexico.  

 

Annual Catered Dinner 
 

Believe it or not, it is time to save the date for the Ladies Annual Catered Meal!  It 

will be held on July 11th, at the Middlebrook Community Center at 6:30 pm.  The cost 

will be $15.00 per person and the PWCT will collect personal care items for the Valley 

Mission.  Watch for additional details in upcoming bulletins and the June Tower.   

 

PWCT Yearbook 
 

Attention Women of the Church :  The PWCT is starting the process of updating the Bethel Presby-

terian Women Yearbook and they need your help.  If you would like to change from one circle to 

another please contact Barb Gough (540/255-6521; barbsgough@gmail.com) or Irene Elliott 

(540/290-8354; IPElliott@aol.com).  Also, please make sure they have your correct phone number 

listed especially if you no longer have a home number and only use a cell phone.  (Please let Barb 

or Irene know if you are able to receive text messages as well.)  The deadline for changes is May 

31st for the yearbooks.  Thank you! 

Bethel Vacation Bible School 2017  

 

Bethel’s Vacation Bible School will be held  Monday, June 5th through Wednes-

day, June 7th, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm.  Dinner will be provided at 6:30 pm.  

  

The 2017 VBS theme is The World is Us, with emphasis on showing compassion, 

practicing tolerance, and demonstrating concern for our community and world.   Our VBS will be 

family based, and all ages are invited!   There will be Bible lessons for youth and adults, crafts, 

music and activities.  Please bring your children and grandchildren, and invite your neighbors.   

  

If you would be willing to be a part of our VBS or have any questions, please contact Marion Sim-

mers at 540/337-0342 or 540/476-1944.   
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Witness Committee News . . .  

Prime Rib Meal and Dessert Auction 
 

The annual Prime Rib Meal and Dessert Auction will be on  Saturday, 

May 13th, starting at 6:00 pm. Please make your favorite dessert to 

donate for the auction! The meal will include prime rib, green beans, 

mac and cheese, and rolls. The meal is being sponsored by four families from the Witness Commit-

tee. This means that all of the money raised will go to our mission work. Please come and join us 

for an evening of fun and fellowship!  

Bethel News & Events (continued) . . . 

Bethel’s 275th Anniversary! 
 

Do you know what’s happening in four years?  Bethel will be celebrating it ’s 275th 

Anniversary (or dodransbicentennial) in 2021.  So the Congregational Care Com-

mittee has begun to think of ways to celebrate!  Do you remember what we did for 

our 250th Anniversary?  Does anyone have a copy of the play written by Ginny 

Francisco? (Ginny has not found a copy.)  Or do you remember being in the play?  I ’d love to hear 

from you if you can answer any of the above questions.  Thank you!    

     - Barb Gough (540/255-6521 or barbsgough@gmail.com) 

Food Booth at The Meating Place 
 

The Witness Committee will be working the Food Booth at The Meating 

Place on Friday, May 26th and Saturday, May 27th  from 8:00 am until 2:00 

pm. We are asking for donations of baked goods to sell. If you want to do-

nate baked goods please leave them in the Church Kitchen by  Thursday, 

May 25th. Half cakes or individually bagged cake slices sell better than whole cakes. Pies and 

brownies are a favorite of customers. If you would like to help work the food booth or have ques-

tions contact Kathy Swisher at 885-7397.  Please come and support Bethel's mission work and eat 

with us.  

Baja Fundraiser 
 

Bob Olson and Kenneth Olson are going to Baja in July to help build a home for 

a family. They are having a Yard Sale on  Saturday, May 27th at The Meating 

Place and need your help to raise funds for furniture and other household items 

for their Baja family. If you have any treasures you no longer need and would 

like to donate, please leave them in the Fellowship Hall by  Sunday, May 21st. If you have any 

questions please contact Bob at 540/255-6485.  Thank you! 
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Witness Committee News (continued) . . .  

MISSION TRIP 
 

Join a Mission Trip to Fayetteville, West Virginia this summer!  Bethel will 

be participating in a trip coordinated by Westminster Presbyterian Church of 

Waynesboro from July 10th to July 15th.  Fayetteville is about a  2 ½ hour 

drive from here and is near the New River Gorge and Bridge.  The trip is 

open to anyone from kindergarten-age to adult and with any skill level.  The only costs to attend 

are travel and lodging, both of which could be covered by fundraising.  It is called the Summerlee 

Mission and more information may be found at their website: http://

summerleemission.weebly.com/.  This is a great opportunity to help others through a rewarding 

and fun experience! 

Friends of Barnabas 
 

Starting in May there will be a container in Memorial Hall for 

donations of flip-flops for children in Honduras.  Most of the 

young children there do not have shoes and their bare feet are subject to getting parasites.  Dona-

tions of flip-flops will be distributed to children in need this summer through Friends of Barnabas.  

Thank you!  - Laura Barmore 

Church Office Announcements . . .  

If you have a child or 

grandchild graduating 

from college or high 

school or if you know of a 

person graduating, please 

let the Church Office 

know (bethelpc@gmail.com) by Tuesday, 

May 16th.  Please give the graduate’s name, 

name of the school, major (if applicable), the 

parent’s names, and any additional infor-

mation you would like to include.   We will 

include this information in the June Tower 

and in the bulletin on May 21st.   Thank you!  

The June Tower Deadline will be 

Thursday, May 19th.  Please have all 

articles and announcements to the 

Church Office by noon. Articles and 

announcements for the June Tower can 

be left in Adrienne’s mailbox in Memorial Hall or 

you can email them to: bethelpc@gmail.com. If you 

turn in items after the deadline Adrienne cannot 

guarantee they will be included in the Tower.  When 

writing announcements for the newsletter please keep 

in mind the 5 W’s: Who? What? When? Where? Why?.   Please 

remember that all announcements and information 

are subject to editing.  Thank you!  

Church Office 

Closed 
 

The Church Office 

will be closed on 

Monday, May 29th, 

for Memorial Day. 

Please send your announcements for the weekly 

bulletin and updates for the Prayer List to the 

Church Office by noon each Wednesday  (unless 

otherwise noted in the bulletin).  Feel free to 

email the information to: bethelpc@gmail.com or you can 

place it in Adrienne’s mailbox in Memorial Hall.  Please re-

member that all announcements are subject to editing.  Thank 

you! 

http://summerleemission.weebly.com/
http://summerleemission.weebly.com/
mailto:bethelpc@gmail.com
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SESSION NEWS & NOTES 
 

The Session met on Sunday, April 9th, 2017 with 11 elders and the mod-

erator, Pastor Joe Condro, present.  

 

• Tammy Barbour gave the Deacons’ report.  Approximately 30 people helped during their recent 

workday.  Trash was picked up on Howardsville Road; shrubs were trimmed; mulch was re-

placed; debris was picked up in the churchyard and cemetery; and storage areas in the church 

were organized.  Tree removal in the manse yard will begin soon and estimates for replacing 

the manse roof are being gathered.  The floor in the Deacons ’ room, upstairs in Memorial Hall, 

will be refinished. 
 

• Tammy also reminded Session that Bethel’s 275th anniversary will occur in 2021 and we need 

to work on ideas to celebrate the occasion.  
 

• The Congregational Care Committee is working with Anne Ross, retired pastor of Elkton Pres-

byterian, to set up a weekly prayer group meeting at Bethel.  
 

• Laura Barmore will sponsor “Muffins for Moms” on Mothers’ Day, “Doughnuts for Dads” on 

Fathers’ Day and a flip-flop collection for Honduras and Guatemala in June.  
 

• The Prime Rib Dinner and Dessert Auction will be held on May 13th and Bethel will work the 

food booth at the Meating Place on May 26th and 27th.  
 

• Bob Moody will assume his full duties as Bethel’s Music Director on June 1st.  He is working 

on special music and/or music services, such as hymn sings, for the summer months when the 

choir is on vacation. 
 

• The Personnel Committee continues to work on the search for an interim pastor.  
 

• The Stewardship & Finance Committee reported excess earnings from Bethel ’s investments in 

the first quarter of 2017.  This allowed them to make deposits of $2,677.42 to the 21st Century 

Fund and $806.97 to the Youth Fund to aid in capital improvements/repairs and youth pro-

grams. 

Church Office Announcements (continued) . . .  

Congregational Emails 
 

Due to changes in gmail’s bulk emailing policy all congregational emails will 

begin to be emailed from bethelpc@bethelpresbyterianstaunton.org within the next 

month.  Be on the lookout for emails from the new email address and make sure to 

add it to your contact list so you can stay up-to-date on Bethel news, announce-

ments, events, and prayer requests.   
 

Bethel is also in the process of updating the church email list.  If you receive congregational 

emails but no longer wish to, please contact the Church Office at bethelpc@gmail.com.   Thank 

you! 
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Recycling at Bethel! 
 

You may have noticed two new blue Recycling containers outside the kitchen. One is 

for plastic only and the other is for aluminum. In honor of Earth Day these two Recy-

cling containers have been donated for your use. Please take advantage of these con-

tainers and let's RECYCLE!  

American Red Cross- Home Fire Preparedness Campaign 
 

We have all recently seen the effects of a home devastated by a 

fire. Bethel has been fortunate to be able to offer the Manse to a 

family who was in need after just that kind of horrifying experi-

ence. Now you can help prevent this from happening to you!  
 

The American Red Cross is sponsoring the Home Fire Prepared-

ness Campaign. All persons whether you own or are renting, no matter what income bracket you 

are in, can get FREE (10 yr.) Smoke Detectors installed in your home. Usually up to 3 per home 

but can be more depending on the size of the home. The Smoke Detectors are installed by vetted, 

experienced volunteers of the American Red Cross at your convenience. You pick the time and 

date.  You might be thinking...."Well, I already have smoke detectors." More than likely, they are 

over 10 years old or original to the house or improperly placed in your home. Now you can up-

grade at no cost to yourself and feel better prepared. Think about it, if your cell phone carrier was 

offering you an upgrade at no cost, wouldn't you jump at it? Why would you not do the same for 

the protection of your home and family?  
 

All you need to do is call Viviana Cristian to set up an appointment at:  

(c) 540-886-9151 or (w) 434-242-5585. 
 

Several Bethel members have already taken the steps to update their fire protection and have said 

it was a very pleasant experience.  
 

Anyone interested with questions can also call Laura Barmore  540-462-7794. 

Financial Report - through March 31st, 2017  
 

Estimated Budget: $43,251.00 

Actual Receipts: $38,932.00      Actual Expenses: $38,777.00  

 

21st Century Fund Balance through April 23rd, 2017 : $8,977.00 

($6,000 reserved for the replacement of the Manse roof.)  

(21st Century Fund is separate from the General Fund and is designated for  

capital improvements to Bethel property.)      

Please pray for the Interim Pastor and the new Pastor that God has already 

chosen for Bethel.  Pray for Bethel as we prepare for those pastors and 

pray for those who are looking for whom God has chosen for us.   

tel:540-886-9151
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Flower Schedule 

May 2017 

 

May 7th - Jean Callison 
 

May 14th - Debbie Callison 
 

May 21st - Alice Wooddell 
 

May 28th - Keedie Leonard 

Deacon’s Offering  

Schedule 

May 2017 

 

Tammy Barbour 
 

Ellen Fitzgerald 
  

Briana Lawhorne 
 

D. W. Miller   

Nursery Schedule 

May 2017 

 

May 7th - Mac & Emily Williams 
 

May 14th - Bayleigh Lee; Luanne Leonard  
 

May 21st - Jackie Law; Judy Olson 
 

May 28th - Brian & Penny Lee 

May Greeters   
 

Dale & Libby Smith 

Need a Ride to Church? 

Call the Bethel Deacon’s Taxi Service!   
 

If you need a ride to worship or to church activities please contact the 

Church Office at 540/886-6041 or at bethelpc@gmail.com.  You can al-

so contact any Deacon.  We will make sure transportation is provided 

for you.  Thank you!  

Great progress is being made on the floor in the new (upstairs over Memorial Hall) 

Deacon's Room. Mitch Lathrop and David Turner have been sanding and staining the 

floor for the past couple of weeks. Another  coat of stain, then polyurethane 

will produce a beautiful floor in Bethel's  historic upstairs area. The Deacons will let 

you know when they are finished and then you all can go look at the professional job they have 

done. We are grateful for their expertise and time spent on this project.  

Lions Club International 
 

Way to go Bethel!  Our recent donation of used glasses for Lions Club 

totaled 94 pairs and 10 lenses. 
 

Recycled glasses are distributed to people in need in low and middle in-

come communities where they will have the greatest impact.  Donated glasses can change 

someone's life. 
 

You are making a difference in someone's life!  
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Many thanks to everyone who helped with the churchwide 

clean-up and adopt-a-highway project on April 1st.  The 

following people who worked on the Kitchen and helped 

with preparing lunch for all volunteers: Mary Ann Ander-

son, Sarah Frances Ralston, Betty Schooley and Stephanie Rivers.  Those who helped with the 

adopt-a-highway project: Tom Heizer, Dale & Kay Thompson, David & Betty Schooley, Barbara 

Gough, D.W. & Beth Miller and Mo Kyle.  Those who helped with the landscaping around the 

church: Wade & Phyllis Cash, Joe & Sally Williams, Brian & Penny Lee, Trevor Lee, Lydia Lee, 

Harleigh Lee, Briana Bosserman, Isabelle Bosserman, Willow Bosserman, Ellen Fitzgerald, Alex 

Sproul, Mac Williams, James Williams and Faye Brown.  Those who worked on the Storage Rooms 

& the Bethel History Room: Tammy Barbour and Marty Simmers.  Again many thanks to everyone 

who helped to make our clean-up day a great success!   

Churchwide Clean-Up - April 1st 
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Bethel’s annual Easter Egg Hunt and party was a hit!  Because of the notice on 

our Facebook page, we had several families attend along with a news reporter 

from the Staunton Daily News Leader.  Over 25 children searched and collect-

ed eggs, played with bunnies, decorated cupcakes, enjoyed the Easter story told 

by Marion Simmers, and enjoyed snacks.  Many thanks to Tish Folsom for the 

loan of her bunnies, to the youth for decorating the Fellowship Hall and hiding 

eggs, and the Congregational Care Committee along with the Bethel Women 

for their contributions and help! 

Easter Egg Hunt - April 15th 



Bethel Prayer List  Mike Alford (brain cancer; husband of Mary Alford) , 

Mike Almarode (Betty Schooley’s brother-in-law), Lucille Baker (Linda Ten-

ney’s mother-in-law - recovering from a stroke), Phil Balsey (friend of Bob & 

Louise Hoy), Mildred Barmore, Barry Blacka (Joyce Miller’s brother), Gary 

Bunn (husband of Rev. JoAnn Bunn),  Catherine Bryan (friend of Stephanie 

Rivers), Lorine Caldwell (Dean Caldwell’s mother), Betty Cash, Betty Cros-

by, Jarod Davis & Family, Joyce Davis, Ronnie Davis (Joyce Davis’ son), 

Anita Edwards & her family (wife of Larry Edwards), Friends & Family of Gary Goodson (Yvonne 

Goodson’s son), Herbert Hamilton (Kingsway volunteer - has cancer), Bill Kealing (friend of Laura 

Barmore), Bill Klitzman (nephew of Louise Hoy), Sara Ann Lamb, L. Cpl. Bertram Bruce Lamond 

(active military), Evelyn LaPorte, David Law, Margaret Liptrap, Meade Loomis (sister of Anne 

Jones), Jeannette Moran (friend of Kym Schneider - complications from surgery), Christy Glover 

Pilson (John Pilson’s niece), John Pilson, Police, Firemen, and EMS workers & volunteers, Carly 

Pond (fifteen year old great niece of John Pilson) , Therese Schooley & Family (death of her grand-

mother - Maria Reyna), Alfred Sheets (relative of John Pilson), Miles Sisson (Lucy Sproul’s broth-

er - diagnosed with melanoma), Michael Somers, Bill & Marguerite Whitaker (Tom Whitaker’s par-

ents), MISSIONARY: Michael & Rachel Weller and Ethiopian friends  
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Easter Egg Hunt - April 15th 



Bethel Presbyterian Church          The Tower - May 2017                  page 13 

 

  May 4th - National Day of Prayer  

  May 14th - Mother’s Day 

  May 20th - Armed Forces Day 

  May 25th - Ascension of the Lord 

  May 29th - Memorial Day 


