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————  as this ————
elder sees it

forded these offices. There are two 
general ways in which officers may 
be commissioned to provide pasto-
ral leadership and administer the 
sacraments. First, they may serve 
in various ways within a congrega-
tion under the supervision of the 
session and a pastor/head of staff 
or transitional pastor. Second, an 
elder or deacon may be commis-
sioned to serve in the role of pas-
tor/head of staff for a congregation 
or a church plant. It is appropriate 
to refer to individuals serving in ei-
ther capacity as “lay pastor.” The 
session shall pre-authorize the 
administration of the sacraments, 
and also determine the process by 
which pre-authorization occurs.

2.0503 Service within a congrega-
tion as the Pastor/Head of Staff

The presbytery, in consultation 
with the session or other responsi-
ble committee, may authorize an el-
der or deacon to be commissioned 
to serve in the role of pastor/head 
of staff of a local congregation or 
a church plant. With approval of 
the presbytery, these individuals 
could moderate session and con-
gregational meetings, administer 
the sacraments and, where allowed 
by law, perform marriages. The 
presbytery shall ensure training to 
include theological education, and 
ministry skill development as well 

as continued mentorship during 
this commission. This commis-
sion shall be for a period of twelve 
months and may be renewed in-
definitely. Because these officers 
are fulfilling the pastoral role for 
a congregation, they shall be en-
rolled as members of presbytery 
during their commission and be 
given voice and vote at presbytery 
meetings.

After reading these two sections 
of polity, you can see how ECO is 
more about building God’s house 
and not the church pocket book. 
ECO has found it more effective 
and advantageous to use lay per-
sons as their pastors. 

For instance, a person may feel 
the call to lead a ministry, but he 
or she may have a job outside of 
church and he or she does not 
have full credentials to be an or-
dained ECO pastor. The presby-
tery will provide and ensure that 
officers seeking to be a lay pastor 
are trained in theology and min-
istry skills. 

This leads me to explain a lay 
leader. This is any leader or 
emerging leader who wants to 
be better equipped to serve, who 

Hello brothers and sisters. I hope 
this message finds you well. As 
a member of Session and a cur-
rent Elder of Bethel there are 
questions and statements that 
find their way to me through the 
grapevine of gossip. There are 
statements that I have been asked 
to address such as “what is our 
intention as a church” and “what 
are we going to do for pastoral 
services now that we are leaving 
PCUSA”. The simple answer is, we 
are going to keep going just as 
we are right now. Clear as mud, 
right? With that statement, I will 
address what session has decid-
ed, and what ECO requires to 
lead and pastor a church.

In ECO, there are two types of 
commissioning officers to serve 
in pastoral roles. Per ECO consti-
tution 2.05 which states:

2.05 CommiSSioning for 
PartiCular ServiCe

2.0501 Deployment of officers for 
greater missional ministry

In order to better facilitate the mis-
sion and ministry of a presbytery 
and its congregations, as well as to 
maximize the gifts of the totality of 
the body of Christ, it is often ad-
vantageous to commission elders 
and deacons to more extensive 
levels of service than ordinarily af-

being a servant



desires a deeper connection with 
Jesus and desires to grow. The 
presbytery offers training for lay 
pastors. It is in two parts: CLP1 
and CLP2. Since CLP1 affects 
Bethel’s immediate future, I want 
to share what it entails.

Commissioned Lay Pastor Training

CLP1 as defined by ECO: 

This certification is a 10-month 
process undertaken with a 
non-geographical cohort, a facil-
itator, homework assignments 
and a mentor from your local 
church. CLP1s are lay leaders who 
are serving their church by lead-
ing micro-expressions of church 
(small groups, youth groups, 
missional communities, etc.) and 
who wish to have a deeper level 
of training in the 10 Leadership 
Competencies. The reason this 
will affect Bethel is because we 
as the session have extended 
Dereks contract for another year, 
and also agreed to support him 
as he embarks on CLP1 training, 
the next chapter and page in his 

journey (reference to one of his 
sermons)  in anyway necessary to 
further his call that God has for 
him at Bethel. 

I found this statement on the ECO 
site that best explains why they 
feel lay pastors are important: 
“Because god wants you to be-
come the best leader you can be! 
We deeply value lay leadership 
development as being founda-
tional. We seek to undo the cler-
gy-centered ecclesiology that 
has plagued the church for too 
long and truly reclaim the bib-
lical vision of the priesthood of 
all believers.”

I hope I have cleared the mud and 
answered some of the floating 
questions. If it is still unclear as to 
what I’ve written here, I’ll be very 
bold with my final explanation. 
We at Bethel have found a pastor, 
his name is Derek Almarode.

That is also how this elder sees it.

Blessings,

Elder Brian Lee 

COLOssians 3:12-13
12therefore, as god’s chosen 
people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compas-
sion, kindness, humility, gentle-
ness and patience. 13Bear with 
each other and forgive one an-
other if any of you has a griev-
ance against someone. forgive 
as the lord forgave you. 14and 
over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in 
perfect unity.
15let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, since as members 
of one body you were called to 
peace. and be thankful. 16let the 
message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and ad-
monish one another with all wis-
dom through psalms, hymns, 
and songs from the Spirit, sing-
ing to god with gratitude in your 
hearts. 17and whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it 
all in the name of the lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to god the father 
through him.

MaTThEw 20:25-28
25Jesus called them together and 
said, “You know that the rulers 
of the gentiles lord it over them, 
and their high officials exer-
cise authority over them. 26not 
so with you. instead, whoever 
wants to become great among 
you must be your servant, 27and 
whoever wants to be first must 
be your slave— 28just as the 
Son of man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.”



Bethel Session Meeting July 25, 2023
————  notes of importance for the Congregation ————

The Bethel Session met on Sunday August 20th with 8 
members present, at the pavilion in the woods, at 12:30.

General Business:

The meeting was opened with prayer. The Session dis-
cussed several matters of business.

	 •	Wade	Cash	from	the	Deacons	brought	a	motion	to	
replace the Lower windows in the Sunday School 
wing, which is 13 windows. These are in condition 
that needs to be replaced, this was approved by 
the Session. 

	 •	Discussion	 was	 held	 on	 the	 possibility	 of	 having	
more outside services into October if weather per-
mits. This will be announced on a week-to-week basis.

	 •	Reviewed	and	updated	guidelines	for	BERF.

	 •	Derek	was	dismissed	from	the	meeting	to	discuss	our	
pastoral relationship with him. By unanimous vote 
of the members present, Session voted to extend 
the Contract of Derek Almarode for another year.

	 •	Meeting	was	closed	with	Prayer	by	Brian	Lee.	

Respectfully,
David Schooley
Elder David Schooley
Clerk of Session

If you have any changes, 

additions or updates

to the Prayer List 

please contact:

tammy Barbour 

@ 540-471-0450 or 

ellen fitzgerald 

@ 540-292-2914

To keep the Prayer List

as up to date as possible, 

names will be removed 

from the list after eight weeks 

unless Tammy, Ellen 

or the Office has been 

notified otherwise. 

Prayer
requests 

or
changes
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Dale Goodson ————————— 2

Charlie Johnson  ——————— 2

Wade Cash  —————————— 6

Beth	Miller —————————— 6

Charlie Schooley ——————— 9

Billy Wade, III  —————————10

Shelby	Myers —————————11

Ashley Nelson —————————12

Bill Brubeck ——————————15

Tim Turner ——————————17

Harleigh	Rahnavard-Tehrani ——21

Samantha	Moore ———————28

Robin	Moffett —————————29

Donna Bush  —————————30

Wade & Phyllis Cash
———————— September 1, 1973

September

September

birthdays

anniversaries

Valley Mission Breakfast
September 9, 2023

Bethel Presbyterian Women 

are	providing	breakfast	for	Valley	Mission

for 100 people.

help is needed with casseroles!
Egg/Sausage, Ham/Egg

Hash brown/Egg or

French Bread Casserole

If you can help, 

please contact 

Stephanie	Rivers	540.849.9839

or	Beth	Miller

540.255.1940

Casseroles can be dropped off at Bethel

(by 8:30) 

or taken directly to

Valley	Mission.

1513 W. Beverly St, Staunton

10 Listen, my son, accept what i say, 
and the years of your life will be 
many. 11 i instruct you in the way of 
wisdom and lead you along straight 
paths. 12 when you walk, your steps 
will not be hampered; when you 
run, you will not stumble. 13 hold 
on to instruction, do not let it go; 
guard it well, for it is your life.

ProVerBS 4:10-13 NIV



Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Rahnavard TehraniMr. & Mrs. Nicholas Rahnavard Tehrani

A beautiful wedding at the Chapel in the Woods!A beautiful wedding at the Chapel in the Woods!A beautiful wedding at the Chapel in the Woods!A beautiful wedding at the Chapel in the Woods!

Mr. & MrS. NIcholaS rahNaVard-tehraNI

the BrIde IS the forMer harleIgh rhIaNNa thoMPSoN lee, 
daughter of BrIaN & PeNNy lee

& graNddaughter of dale & kay thoMPSoN



presbyterian women’s luncheon
Bethel Presbyterian Ladies are hosting a luncheon!

Sunday, September 17th @ 1:00  •  All women are invited!
Meal catered by Middlebrook Mercantile

Menu: Quiche, Soup, Salad, Bread & Dessert
Guest speaker will be from New Directions, “a non-profit organization dedicated to providing support 

and advocacy to those affected by violence, serial assault, and human trafficking”.
Invite your friends and neighbors to this special event!

Contact Stephanie Rivers (540-849-9839) or Beth Miller (540-255-1940) to make reservations and transportation.

The Circle Meeting is the 3rd Thursday of the month at 12:30

children’s time: liam is 
giving derek a run for his money!
children’s time: liam is 
giving derek a run for his money!



Serving christ at 
Bethel will benefit you!!
Each of us have our own individual needs and reasons 
for participating in church life. Even though we may not 
know you personally, we believe that God knows you and 
loves you. He can direct your life as you draw nearer to Him. 
One way to grow closer to Him is attending Bethel. 

Here are a few benefits of worshipping with us:

	 •	 Maybe	you’re	struggling	with	a	specific	question	or	need	some	direction	
in	your	life.	Maybe	you	just	need	to	feel	God’s	love	and	know	that	He	is	
here.	We	assure	you	that	God	is	here	and	we	promise	that	you	can	find	
him here as you experience His presence. 

	 •	 Jesus	commanded,	“This	is	my	body	broken	for	you,	take,	eat,	do	this	in	
remembrance of me”.  Here at Bethel, we take part in the Lords table and 
so can you.

	 •	 What	we	learn	at	church	gives	us	guidance	on	how	to	follow	God,	im-
proves our spirituality, and live better lives. You can be uplifted here at 
Bethel by fellow believers and by the opportunity to serve and worship 
our Savior.

	 •	 Church	is	a	community	where	we	can	socialize	and	support	each	other.	
You can make friends, feel a sense of belonging, and build a support net-
work that you can rely on. Here at Bethel we are family, welcome home!

	 •	 Bethel	is	home	to	many!	We	worship	Christ	daily	in	our	actions	and	our	
deeds.	Christ	leads	us	to	find	those	lost	to	His	word.	We	believe	we	are	
called to serve Him in all that we do. Bethel and the family here serve as the 
foundation to our spiritual life. In Hebrews 10:24-25 we learn the follow-
ing,	“And	let	us	consider	how	to	stir	up	one	another	to	love	and	do	good	
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but en-
couraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 



aCTiviTiEs    
upcomin g

yOuTh COMMiTTEE
Meets	the	last	Sunday

of each month.

sECuriTy COMMiTTEE
Meets	the	3rd	Sunday

of each month.

including our community
     family of faith

Class of 2023
    BOB OLsOn
      davE sChOOLEy
    TiM TurnEr

Class	of	2024
    TaMMy BarBOur
    Brian LEE
    daLE ThOMPsOn
     jiLL wEBB

Class of 2025
    Cindy aLMarOdE
    dErEk aLMarOdE
    wadE Cash
    PEnny LEE

Clerk of Session
    davE sChOOLEy

  ———————   ELdErs 

Class of 2023
    ELLEn fiTzGEraLd
    CharLiE jOhnsOn

Class	of	2024
    MiTCh LaThrOP
     d.w. MiLLEr

Class of 2025
    harLEiGh LEE
    kaTiE MCELvEEn

——————— dEaCOns 

Class of 2023
      BiLL BruBECk
    jaMEs wiLLiaMs

Class	of	2024
     Guy d. BrOOks

Class of 2025
    CharLiE jOhnsOn
    BiLLy wadE

—————– TrusTEEs 

JoAnn Pendley
    PianisT, OrGanisT
    BELL ChOir and ChOir

Lois Stogdale
    disBursinG TrEasurEr

Kay Thompson
    rECEivinG TrEasurEr

John & Donna Bush
    CusTOdians

Carol & Puggie Sprouse
    CusTOdians

—–—  ChurCh sTaff 

sunday, september 3rd

	 WoRSHiP	inSiDE

sunday, september 10th 

	 RiVER	BaPTiSM	@	VERona	CaMPgRounD
	 TogETHER	WiTH	PinES	CHaPEL
	 BRing	a	CHaiR	-	SERViCE	By	THE	RiVER
	 iF	you	WanT	To	REaFFiRM	DRESS	aPPRoPRiaTELy
 All are welcome to use the campground facilities    
 for the day, heated pool, hot tubs, etc.
 When you arrive, check in at the store, 
 say you are with Bethel and you will receive a lanyard. 

sunday, september 24th - 

 special music by stacy stevens & Penny Lee

sunday, October 1st

 inside worship

Every Thursday - 6:30

	 BiBLE	STuDy	at BETHEL
	 nEW	STuDy	Book	-	not a fan


